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Abstract

The Tajabad complex which is nestled in Natanz (central Iran) consists of a garden and several surviving build-
ings from the period of Safavid Shah ‘Abbas | (1587-1629). This complex is located in the village of Tajabad,
southwest of Natanz, and was used as a royal garden and palace during the Safavid period. The murals that are
the subject of this research have been used to decorate the building called the porch of this collection. The aim of
this research is to discover the unknown nature of the mentioned arrays and in order to compare its designs with
the designs used in other Safavid buildings. Accordingly, the author used the descriptive-analytical method with a
comparative approach, in order to answer these queries that how is the form, content and technique of making Ta-
jabad murals, and how these designs are related to the murals of other buildings of the Safavid period. As the main
results of this research show, the Tajabad murals were created using the relief painting technique and included
plant, animal, Khatai and Islamic motifs. There are many similarities between the design, pattern and color of the
murals and the motifs used in other murals, fabrics and carpets of the same time. The existence of such similari-
ties undoubtedly indicates the designers’ adherence to the Isfahan school and Reza Abbasi’s painting style and the
influence of the galleries on the art of this period.

Key words: Safavid period, mural, Natanz, Tajabad garden.
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