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Abstract

Dialectics in philosophy was first used by the philosophers of ancient Greece and
was changed by philosophers throughout the history of philosophy, and there is a
strong use of analogy in the works of Plato. In Plotinus, dialectics is discussed in the
third treatise of the first Enneads, and analogy is also discussed in different cases,
especially the fifth Enneads. In studying the language of theology in Plotinus, one
can trace dialectic and analogy, as well as negative methods and silence. Much has
been said about Plotinus’ negative theology, but the discussion of dialectic and
analogy in Plotinus’ theology has been neglected. The question is, what is the place
of dialectics and analogy in Plotinus’ theological discussions? Can a connection be
made between dialectic and analogy and Plotinus’ theology? In this article, we try to
answer the question of the role and position of dialectic and analogy in Plotinus’
theology by elaborating on “dialectic” and “analogy.” No research has been done on
the dialectic and analogy of Plotinus, especially on the theology and language of
religion.

Dialectic has been used in various meanings, and the purpose of this article is to
address the dialectic in Plotinus’ theology and the language of religion. Plotinus
deals with dialectic, examining it both as a method and as a science, which pays
attention.to “truth” and “supreme reality” in both dialectical meanings. In addition to
dialectic, he uses the analogy of “king”, “fire”, and “sun” in describing the One. To
him, dialectic is the highest part of philosophy and not a tool.

In Plotinus’ theology, dialectics and analogy are used to explain the One in such
a way that it discovers both transcendental and ultimate reality and shows the way
for the soul to reach that ultimate reality by distinguishing between reason and
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sensory perception and appealing to and paying attention to reason. This One is
read with different names such as the first cause or “first good”, “final reality”,
“transcendence”, and “beyond-thought.” In this way, a re-reading of the negative
and positive methods is combined. Negative, either removes positive things that are
specific to the stages below the One from the One in a detailed sense and places the
One in the highest order; or, negative in itself has a positive meaning for “One”
means both negative and positive. Negatively, the One is nothing but itself. The One
in a positive way as existence is in a hierarchically distinct from sensible and
tangible beings. Thus, in the dialectical method and analogy, both a negative
description can be given in a detailed sense for the existence and meta-thought of the
One, and a positive description of the One in “cause”, “analogy”, “goodness”, and
“perfection” can be obtainedOWith dialectical and similar reading, the negative
(positive) and positive descriptions of the One are not opposed to and are in line
with each other.
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