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The Importance of the Sense of Touch in Heder’s Early
Philosophy

Bardya Hedari
Abstract :This essay aims to explore the focal importance of the sense of touch in the young
Johann Gottfried Herder’s Philosophy. In line with this purpose, some ontological and epistemo-
logical aspects of his early philosophy are examined. However, the true incentive of this inquiry
is the role that sense of touch plays in Herder’s Aesthetics, the discipline which has a fundamental
and indispensable interrelation with all fields of his thought. This text attempts to outline Herder’s
stance regarding embodiment and sense of touch especially in relation to Ontology and Aesthetics
of German rationalist tradition and also to Immanuel Kant’s pre-critical philosophy. It will be
explained that the sense of touch, as Herder contends, is the most fundamental part of human
perception, which grasps the being of the soul and the being of the world in terms of one single
force, i.e. the force of representation; And aesthetic experience, as Herder assumes, consists in the
very experience of detecting this unity between the soul and the world, namely the experience of
perceiving perfection.

Keywords: Aesthetics, sculpture, sensation, the Beautiful, touch.
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1. Johann Gottfried Herder (1744-1803)
2. Immanuel Kant (1724-1804)
3. Versuch iber das Sein / Essay on Being (1763)
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1. Der einzig mdgliche Beweisgrund zu einer Demonstration des Daseins Gottes / The
Only Possible Argument in Support of a Demonstration of the Existence of God (1763)
2. Pradikat / predicate

. Grundlage / foundation

. Mdglichkeit / possibility

.apriori

. klar / clear

. deutlich / distinct

. gemeines Vorstellungsvermdgen / common capacity for representations

. innerliche Sinne / inner sense
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1. das logische Sein / logical Being
2. Méglichkeit / possibility
3. Zufalligkeit / contingency
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1. ibid: 66
2. ubi

3. quando
4. per

5. iuxta
6. post

7. ibid: 72
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1. Zum Sinn des Geflihls / On Sense of Touch

2. Cogito, ergo sum.
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5. Uber Erkennen und Empfinden / On Cognition and Sensation (1774-1778)

6. Plastik: Einige Wahrnehmungen tiber Form und Gestalt aus Pygmalions bildendem

Traume / Sculpture: Some Observations on Shape and Form from Pygmalion’s Creative

Dream (1778)

7. Frederick C. Beiser

8. Diotima’s Children (2009)

9. Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz (1646-1716)

10. vis viva

11. Beiser, 2009: 32

12. Christian Wolff (1679-1754)
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1. Bemilhung / striving
2. Beiser, 2009:58
3. Awotipo / Diotima
4. Zoundolov / Symposium
5. "Epwg/ love
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7. IMevia / need, poverty
8. I1opog / resourcefulness, expediency
9. Agpoditn / Aphrodite
10. Alexander Gottlieb Baumgarten (1714-1762)
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2. Metaphysica (1743)

Baumgarten, 2013: p. 205, §534-54, . .
4. status animae meae
5. status corporis mei
6. Beiser, 2009: 140
7. vis repraesentativa universi pro positu corpis humani in eodem.<S ¢
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