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Undoubtedly, Heraclitus and Parmenides are permanent sources of Heidegger's
thought. What has given these two a special place in Heidegger's thought is
Heidegger's special conception of the original wisdom of the two and the role of
their thinking in opening another path in thought. According to Heidegger making
effort to find other beginnings for thought, beginnings which, unlike the
conventional beginning of metaphysical history, do not lead to subject-object
formulation, is the most urgent task in advancing original thought. In his view, the
unattainable nature of the thinking of these thinkers, contrary to Aristotle's picked
opinion, is not due to their stuttering and inexperience. Rather, it is because the
beginning in its originality has become more apparent than anywhere else in the
thoughts of these thinkers. In the interim, according to Heidegger Logos of
Heraclitus has a privileged situation. Thus, the correct interpretation of the Logos
of Heraclitus reveals to us aspects of the original beginning of thought. In this article,
we go along with Heidegger's interpretation of this fundamental concept of
Heraclitus' thought in order to get closer to this fundamental research question: What
is the place of the Logos in Heraclitus' thought and how can it be prologue of another
beginning?
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Perhaps the best statement about the beginning of the new western civilization should be found in Hegel
and in his lectures on the History of philosophy. Hegel says about the beginning of the new western
philosophy:

“Now we come for the first time to what is properly the philosophy of the modern world, and we begin
it with Descartes. Here, we may say, we are at home and, like the sailor after a long voyage, we can at last
shout "Land ho." Descartes made a fresh start in every respect. The thinking or philosophizing, the thought
and the formation of reason in modern times, begins with him. The principle in this new era is thinking, the
thinking that proceeds from itself. We have exhibited this inwardness above all with respect to Christianity;
it is preeminently the Protestant principle. The universal principle now is to hold fast to inwardness as such,
to set dead externality and sheer authority aside and to look upon it as something not tobe allowed. In
accordance with this principle of inwardness it is now thinking, thinking on its own account, that is the
purest pinnacle of this inwardness, the inmost core of inwardness-thinking is what now establishes itself on
its own account.” This period begins with Descartes. What is deemed valid or what has to be acknowledged
is thinking freely on its own account, and this can happen only through my thinking freely within myself;
only in this way can it be authenticated for me. This means equally that this thinking is a universal
occupation or principle for the world in general and for individuals. Human beings must acknowledge and
scrutinize in their own thoughts whatever is said to be normative, whatever in the world is said to be
authoritative; what is to rank as established must have authenticated itself by means of thought. " (Hegel,
1999: 217).

This is the clearest statement about the beginning of a new civilization inherited from the last and greatest
Western metaphysician. It should be noted that Hegel uses the term "being at home" in the above quote. In
English, there is a distinction between Home and House. While the word "house" focuses more on the
appearance of a building, the word "home" means settling down somewhere and having peace somewhere.
Therefore, the word "home™" is used when it means to be somewhere. Hegel's description of the arrival of
the new Western philosophy indicates that we have come to terms with the new philosophy and it is only
after the Cartesian philosophy that we have been allowed to settle at home.

According to Heidegger, this dominant perception from the beginning of Western thought has led to the
formulation of subject-object. In his opinion, this formulation lacks the originality that can represent the
beginning in the strength of its origin with Parmenides and Heraclitus. According to him, what actually
resulted from this formulation was the homelessness (Unheimlichkeit) of the modern man and his misery.
According to Heidegger, the condition of contemporary man and the limitless expansion of the projection
of technology on all forms of human life led us to believe that we have acted too hastily in understanding
the beginning of Western thought; So that now, contrary to Hegel's idea, we are not at home, which may be
in the evening of time (Ga. 52: 92) or in the winter of history (Ga. 9: 54) according to Hélderlin's opinion.
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But it is not us who decide which position to take, but it is the re-examination of the beginning that
illuminates the true path and stability for us

it should be said that according to Heidegger, Logos of Heraclitus is one of the most fateful points with
the help of which we can find our way to the original beginning of Western thought, subsequent
developments and possible misunderstandings. According to Heidegger, a particular interpretation of Logos
throughout the history of Western thought has destroyed the opportunity for this concept to appear in the
richness of its beginnings with Heraclitus and has led to the emergence of metaphysics and subject-object
formulation. According to Heidegger, if we prepare to hear again the meaning of logos from Heraclitus, the
beginning of Western thought will appear to us in a different way and perhaps completely different from
what has been accepted and established. In this way, Heidegger ignores all the common translations of this
word, such as ratio, proportion, explanation, argument, reason, word, etc, to try another way to get to the
words of Heraclitus.

Conclusion

From Heidegger's point of view, from Plato onwards, a criterion was formed to measure the thought of the
first Greek thinkers, which was more or less preserved in the modern era. Of course, this criterion showed
itself in the prefix "Pre" in the phrase "Pre-Socrates"; Pre was actually interpreted as referring to a primitive
and crude stage in thinking, which was expected to be perfected by later thinkers. The Logos of Heraclitus
was also considered based on the same assumption and as an undeveloped stage of the modern Logos. A
reading that imagined the highest manifestation of Logos in contemporary rationalism. But maybe it is a
completely different situation than what this dominant reading has taken for granted. Perhaps what is
thought to be the highest stage of the flourishing of the Logos is merely the distorted presence of this
defining concept. To clarify that this skepticism is not just skepticism for the sake of skepticism, Heidegger
went to the interpretation of the 50th section of Heraclitus. Logos, which according to Heidegger's
interpretation, in its most majestic meaning in Heraclitus was encounter, alethia, destiny and phosis, was
suddenly turned into reason, word and eventually logic due to the influx of metaphysical reading.
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1. Die Ros ist ohn warum; sie bliihet, weil sie bliihet,
Sie acht nicht ihrer selbst, fragt nicht, ob man sie siehet
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