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Critical and moderate rationalism is a suitable approach instead of two fideism and
extreme rationalism, since it tries to avoid their disadvantages and has its own merits.
When we say it is a moderate approach, it means that it does not exaggerate about
reason’'s ability for recognizing and assessing religious beliefs, but accepts that it has
some epistemological and ontological limitations. Critical virtue of our approach
means that the reason criticizes itself, and through avoiding dogmatism, and
continual self - assessing can access to a new attainment of the truth. This approach,
both, emphasizes on reason’s ability as the base, axis, criterion and instrument of
getting and evaluation of religious beliefs’ system, and on ontological and
epistemological priority of reason over revelation and transmitted teachings, so that
giving authority into religious texts and primarily and universal recognizing of
fundamental teachings of religion are depended on the reason. This approach has
also a modest tendency to the reason’s limitations, that is, it confirms one can't know
and assess all hidden realms and aspects of religion. Critical and moderate
rationalism, in addition, pays more attention to the necessity and importance of self-
assessing, continual evaluation, plurality and diversity of rationality, coherency of
religious beliefs’ system, plurality of religion’s language and aspects, and their
plural rationality. In this paper, meanwhile studying different understandings
regarding critical and moderate rationalism, it is explained and analyzed its plural
virtues by paying attention to the reason’s abilities and restrictions, in order to defend
its merits and rationality.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Critical and moderate rationalism tries to avoid extreme rationalism and fideism. It pays more attention to
humankind’s reason’s abilities and notices its limitations. In fact, critical and moderate rationalism does not
claim its epistemic achievements are according to the truth, but it thinks rational knowledge is temporal and
subject to changing. So, we can consider some virtues concerning critical and moderate rationalism as
follows: The first virtue is considering the reason as the criterion and instrument of religious beliefs. It
means it can assess falseness or truthiness of religious claims and teachings. Considering the reason as an
instrument means it helps us to get better knowledge regarding religious knowledge. The second virtue is
reason’s priority to revelation and transmitted texts. This priority has two ontological and epistemological
aspects, that is, this is the reason that recognize religious beliefs based on its abilities and referring to human
beings' intellectual abilities is prior to referring to religious text’s authority. The third virtue of critical and
moderate rationalism is reason’s epistemic fallibility and restrictions. It means our human reason can’t
recognize all realms of the whole system of being and its hidden dimensions, including some divine and
religious mysteries. It also is clear that our reason has not all abilities and perfections absolutely regarding
recognizing the absolute truth, but, human beings due to their gradual and hierarchical participation of
knowledge, can have gradual knowledge and rationality concerning religious beliefs. The fourth virtue of
our supposed rationalism is self-criticism of reason. It means that the reason itself understands that it has
some limitations and has not access to all realities of the whole system of the being, and since it lives within
the boundaries of the mundane universe, there can be some errors regarding its demonstrations. In fact,
considering notable differences among human beings concerning applying the reason and giving rational
arguments, that human being history has shown them, are necessitated by the reason’s own self-criticism
and avoiding of epistemic exclusivism. The fifth characteristic of our suitable rationalism is the possibility
of the reason’s historical evolution, in the sense that although a human being’s intellect has some restrictions
and makes some mistakes, through self-criticism it can increase its abilities and get evolution historically.
The sixth virtue of critical and moderate rationalism is regarding its just and moderate strategy of epistemic
justifying religious beliefs. It means demonstrating logical and rational truth of all religious beliefs is
impossible, since human being’s epistemic abilities are limited and bounded, and there are some religious
prepositions and beliefs that are beyond or over logical and rational verifiability. In fact, if our humanely
reason can’t demonstrate such propositions logically and rationally, it does not mean they are irrational
religious beliefs. The seventh virtue is taking a coherence approach pertaining to religious beliefs’ system
in which all religious beliefs as parts of a web have internal and external compatibility, and logical relations,
and reciprocal cooperation, without apparent contradictions. The eight virtues of our supposed rationalism
is paying attention to the plurality of religion’s dimensions. Since all or most religions can have diverse
dimensions including of doctrinal, mythical or narrative, moral or lawful, ritual or practical, emotional or
empirical, social or organizational and finally material dimensions, it can be said the rationalities related to
these dimensions are not equal, but every dimension of a religion has its proper rationality, and its own
criteria of truth and justification. Plurality of religion’s dimension, also, leads to the diversity of its own

JPI, 2022; 16 (39): page 351



Journal of Philosophical Investigations, Volume 16, Issue 39, 2022 352

religious language, that is, the kind of religious prepositions pertaining to doctrinal dimension of religion
should be different from that of ritual or moral ones and so on. The ninth virtue is related to human being’s
different dimensions which have some relations with religion’s dimensions. It seems, at least, there are three
dimensions regarding human beings including theoretical, practical and moral or based on values. We also
can consider other dimensions of human beings such as aesthetics, artistic or teleological. So the plurality
of human being’s dimensions necessitates to consider different rationalities regarding them. The tenth and
final virtue of moderate and critical rationalism is accepting the plurality is rationality, in the sense that there
is no unique understanding of reason and rationality, but based on human beings’ presuppositions and
attitudes there are different tendencies of rationality.

Conclusions

We should pay attention to both abilities and restrictions of human being’s reason regarding understanding
and justifying the rationality of religious beliefs’ system. It means, although human being’s reason has the
legitimacy to assess and evaluate the rationality of religious beliefs, its abilities, however, are not unlimited
but are restricted and bounded in the boundaries of this mundane universe.
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