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Abstract

In any society, young people are the most important asset of the society. The
increasing tendency to commit crime among the young people is eroding the
human and social capital of the society, increasing the feeling of insecurity, and
degrading the development indicators at various levels. The tendency to commit
crime among the young people is influenced by many factors, including the role
of social anomie, psychological capital, and cultural capital. Accordingly, the main
purpose of this study is to investigate the effect of variables of psychological
capital, cultural capital, and social anomie on crime tendency of the young people
aged 18 to 29 in Ahvaz City. In terms of purpose, the research method is applied
and in terms of data collection, it is a survey. In the present study, a simple
random sampling method was used. The data collection tool was a questionnaire.
The statistical population of the present study included 262313 people aged 18 to
29 years old in Ahvaz City, of which 383 people were selected as the sample size
using Cochran's formula. The descriptive results of the study showed that the
tendency to commit crime among the youth of Ahvaz is moderate to low. The
results of the present study showed that there is a significant relationship
between the variables of psychological capital, cultural capital, social anomie, and
the tendency to commit crime. According to the results of regression analysis,
21% of the variables of the tendency to commit crime were affected by the
structure of cultural capital and the optimism dimension of the psychological
structure.
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Introduction:

Nowadays, the uncontrolled increase of
crime and tendency towards committing it
has become one of the main concerns in
most cities and one of the most important
issues to which most societies react
(Parandakh et al., 2020, p. 420) since any
increase in the tendency towards
committing crime affects the social
security and development indicators. In
general, in anomic conditions, people
follow their individual interests and may
use any tool to achieve their goals because
they do not empathize with others in this
position (Khedri et al., 2020, p. 10). In fact,
juvenile crime is defined as illegal
delinquency; an act that breaks the law
and is considered as a crime (Rogan, 2021,
p. 2).

Available evidence, including news and
information published through the media
on the juvenile crime indicates the
tendency of the young people towards
crime (Mohammadi & Saedi, 2013, p. 7).
While strengthening the feeling of
insecurity in the society, the tendency of
the young people towards crime
commitment will fade the development
opportunity of talents and will cause an
unfortunate fate in the society. Ahvaz City
has a young population and the young
generation is more exposed to all kinds of
pressures than other people (Nouraei &
Seidi, 2008, p. 106). Therefore, conducting
this research can play an important role in
identifying the main factors affecting the
tendency of the young people to commit
crime and its prevention.

Tendency towards commiting crime
among the young people is influenced by
many factors, including the role of social

anomie, psychological capital, and cultural
capital.

Accordingly, the main purpose of this
study is to investigate the effect of
variables, including the psychological
capital, cultural capital and social anomie
on the crime tendency of the young people
aged between 18 and 29 in Ahvaz City. This
study seeks to answer this question:

1. Is there a relationship between the
variables of social anomie, psychological
capital, cultural capital and the tendency
towards committing crime?

Methods:

In terms of purpose, the research method
is applied and in terms of data collection,
it is a survey. In the present study, a
simple random sampling method was
used. The data collection tool was a
questionnaire. The statistical population
of the present study includes 262313
people aged from 18 to 29 years old in
Ahvaz City, of which 383 people were
selected as the sample size using
Cochran's formula. The data were
analyzed wusing SPSS22 Software. In
descriptive statistics, dispersion indices,
including mean, standard deviation,
maximum, minimum, average, and in
inferential statistics, mean difference t-
test, One-way  ANOVA, Pearson
correlation coefficient and regression
were used.

Results:

The descriptive results of the study
showed that the tendency to commit the
crime among the youth of Ahvaz is
moderate to low. The results also showed
that there is a significant relationship
between the variables of psychological
capital, cultural capital, social anomie and
the tendency to commit crime. According
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to the results of the regression analysis,
21% of the variance of the tendency to
commit crime were affected by the
cultural capital and the optimism
dimension of the psychological structure.
By comparing beta coefficients, it can be
said that the cultural capital (beta=-0.425)
can predict the changes of tendency to
commit crime more than the other
variables.

Conclusion:

Our finding confirms Lathan's theory of
psychological capital, indicating that
psychological capital with examples such
as optimism, resilience, self-efficacy,
hope, motivation and tendency to
progress, strengthens the achievement of
goals among actors and weakens the
desire to commit crime. This finding is
consistent with the findings of Manouhar
(2017), Ghomashi et al. (2015), AliYar and
Krakous (2015), Ovida et al., (2021), and
Ghasemzadeh et al. (2015). The results of
the present study on the relationship
between cultural capital and the tendency
to commit crime are consistent with
Pierre Bourdieu and Hayes' theories about
cultural capital. According to Bourdieu,
cultural capital means understanding the
transcendent culture and arts, having
good taste and appropriate practices, skills
and cultural experiences. It is effective in
developing the social health and reducing
the crime. For Bourdieu, cultural capital,
as a form of capital, means the power of
cognition and the ability to use the cultural
goods and the enduring tendencies of
social actors that accumulate the process
of socialization. Bourdieu believes that
cultural capital, like economic capital,
plays a key role in reproducing the
inequality and poverty. In Hayes' view,
cultural capital is the sum of non-
economic forces such as social class,
commitments to education, etc., which

affect the success or failure of the actors
in different classes. The content of
Bourdieu and Hayes' theory shows that the
decline of cultural capital among different
classes lead to the reproduction of
poverty, inequality, and crime at different
levels. Therefore, the results of the
present study are consistent with the
findings of Parandakh et al. (2015), Sakhaei
and Hosseinizadeh in (2016) and Manouhar
(2017).

Durkheim also believes that in anomic
conditions, the norms that regulate the
human’s behavior are weakened and the
person no longer has control on his
behavior. This disorder is reflected in his
behavior and actions which is in
accordance with the subject of the
investigation, the tendency to commit
crime. Thus, social anomie encourages
criminal actions. Consistent with the
content of Durkheim's theory, the results
of the present study showed that when the
social anomie increases, the tendency to
commit crime increases and vice versa.
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