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Locating Geographical Names in the Region of
Kohgiluyeh and Boyar Ahmad, Emphasizing the Myth
of Khosrow's Journey to Mount Dana Based on
Historical Sources and Archaeological Research

Hossein Kohestani Andarzi*!, Kavos Khosravi?

Research background:

In mentioning the background of the studies carried out on the myth of
Khosrow, the first part should be considered as the works that were written
in the analysis and completion of the mystical reading approach of this myth.
Among these analyzes are Purnamdarian's semantic analysis in the book
Rams and Ridiculous Stories in Persian Literature (Poornamdarian, 2012,
pp. 438-463) and Ghobadi's symbol analysis in the book Ayin Aineh. He
mentioned the evolution of symbolism in Iranian culture and Persian
literature (Qobadi, 2009, pp. 225-230), who have paid attention to the
completion of the myth of Khusrau in Suhrawardi's interpretation. Hamdani's
article, "Epic, myth and mystical experience; Suhrawardi's reading of the
Shahnameh" (Hamdani, 2009, pp. 138-162) and Razmjo's analysis of
mystical epics can be mentioned in a part of his work in the realm of epics
(Rozmijo, 2002, vol. 1, p. 310). Modrasi's article "Ki Khosro Farhamand in
the narration of Ferdowsi and Sohrvardi" (Madrasi, 2003, pp. 102-85),
Hamidian's book called Introduction to Ferdowsi's Thought and Art
(Hamidian, 1993, p. 323) and Sagqibfar's article "The death of Khosrow" is
one of the other cases in this context (Sagibfar, 1970, pp. 31-17). The second
part of the research carried out on the myth of Khosrow should be
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considered as the works that paid attention to the mythological analysis of
the narrative text. This approach can be found in parts of Bahar's works,
including research books on Iranian mythology, from myth to history and a
survey of Iranian culture, an epic story in Iranian mythology by Zabihullah
Safa, and the article "The Myth of Khosrow in the Shahnameh". A
comparative view of this myth can also be seen in articles such as "Siavash,
Masih (pbuh) and Kay Khosrow" by Aydanlu. Some articles (the third part)
have analyzed the content of the concepts of the story. Among the quartet
"Ki Khosro's biography" by Mehrdakht Broumand, "A summary of the
joining of Ki Khosro to Soroush Ferdowsi" by Mazaheri, "Rostam; The
worshiper of Ki Khosravi's religion" by Hamidi, "The story of Ki Khosro in
the Shahnameh; Expression of a victory or allegory of a disaster” by Rashid
Mohsal and the article "The Madness of Farzangi; An attitude towards the
appearance of Ki Khosrow" by Khuzarai can be mentioned.

Objectives, questions, and assumptions

The current research aims to answer the following questions; What are the
most important reliable written sources that refer to the myth of Khosrow's
trip to Mount Dana? To what extent can we rely on archaeological evidence
about the myth of Khosrow's trip to Mount Dana?

The possible assumptions are: many reliable sources have mentioned the
legend of Khosrow's journey, the most important of which are Ferdowsi's
Shahnameh, Tabari's History, Mustofi Qazvini's Selected History and
Naseri's Farsnameh. One of the most important archeological evidences
related to the legend of Ki Khosrow is Tal Khosrow or Khosrow's Hill near
Yasouj.

Conclusion

The myth of Khosrow's trip to Mount Dana is popular among the people of
these regions, apart from being composed and arranged by Ferdowsi, who
has poems that are completely in line with the story's narration. In the first-
hand historical sources that were written in the third and fourth centuries of
Hijri, that story is also mentioned from the perspective of a historical event.
There are geographical names in the area under discussion (Boyer Ahmad
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and Dana cities), such as: Tal Khosro, Tal Zali, Madawan, Tang Ganjaei,
Siskhet, Kokhdan, Bijan Pass, Besho Spring and Ghar Ki Khosrow, not only
from the point of view of natural tourism and ecotourism, but also in the
field of tourism and customs (cultural tourism) and especially the historical
and geographical course of the myth, the narration of this myth and the
explanation of the names of the mentioned places. It can have great potential
to attract tourists. The myth of the journey of King Adel Kiani to Dana,
unlike most myths, has such an order in the sequence of events that makes
all parts of the story balanced and acceptable for the listener and reader. The
ancient myths of Iran in Kohgiluyeh and Boyer Ahmad are not legends but
real events that have remained eternal in the minds of the people of this
country.
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Figure 4: Satellite Image of The Area of Taj Amir Cemetery
(Ghezelbash and Partners, 2016, p. 187)
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