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Accepted: 2021/10/30 | One of the powerful perspectives that studies spatial developments from the perspective of
political and power relations is the political economy of space, which criticizes capitalist
relations and examines the formation of spaces and their changes in order to facilitate
capitalist relations. In other words, today's neoliberal strategies are rooted in the spirit of
cities and are mixed with the mechanisms of the capitalist system in most cities. This has
resulted in the reproduction of urban spaces in a cramped manner and under the influence of
political and economic forces in order to create a platform to facilitate capitalist relations.
Therefore, the production of space is a phenomenon aimed at consolidating the relations of
accumulation, circulation, profit, etc. as the main components of capitalism. As a result, the
logic of political economy has always been emphasized as an inevitable thing for the
genealogy of any kind of bias towards the urban future of Tehran. The future, which is
influenced by the transformation of the urban space, has turned the metropolis of Tehran into
a city of "goods." Now the question is what is the reason for the sudden spread of "malls and
large commercial complexes" as an emerging phenomenon in Tehran, and what is the process
of their formation? The dominant strategy in this research, based on the problem defined in
the researcher's mind, is the qualitative strategy. Also, the method used in this research is a
descriptive-explanatory method with an emphasis on the critical discourse analysis method.
The results of the research indicate that the dominant economic style governing the
governments of Iran in the last few decades has been based on the injection of rent in the form
of construction and ongoing activities. In fact, the ruling governments have become space-
oriented, and, in order to survive, they destroy the daily habits and ancient spaces that have
been created during the historical ups and downs, through concrete abstractions. Then, they
produce (mass housing or construction of office-residential towers in the 1380s) and
reproduce (increase in commercialization and mushroom growth of malls and mega-malls in
the 1390s) new spaces.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

tatistics show that the metropolises of Iran have always been dominated by the relations of
accumulation and circulation of capital derived from oil revenues, so after 1973 oil revenues have
led to modernization and new constructions. Therefore, with a change in oil revenues and the money
injected into society, the amount of capital directed to the construction sector has increased, and
since the 70s and 80s were the periods of high-rise construction in Tehran, in the 90s, the capital
entered the era of commercialization. Evidence of this claim is the issuance of 370 construction
permits for multi-purpose commercial complexes in the country between 1392 and 1393, most of
which are located in the metropolis of Tehran. Thus, the severe recession in the housing market and
the mass vacancies left in the hands of builders created the conditions for investors to target new
markets for greater profit in the following years: commercialization and investment in the
construction of large, multi-purpose shopping malls.

The metropolis of Tehran is becoming the city of "malls"; therefore, perhaps the first question
that arises is what is the reason for the sudden pervasiveness of "large commercial malls and
complexes" as an emerging phenomenon in Tehran? Why is a building like Megamall created to be
a symbol of a city? Who decides where the image of the city and its meaning will go and change
like this? On what basis is this change taking place? Why does it happen? Do certain classes form
the image of the city? What do those who have the power to change the image of the city think? And
what are they looking for? Is there any influential factor besides power, money, and profit? Should
malls be accepted as one of the needs of citizens? What happens to the city when everything is
defined around multi-purpose shopping centers, especially malls and megacities? Proponents of her
case have been working to make the actual transcript of this statement available online. Defenders
of Tehran Municipality keep saying that the government is the main ruler of the Supreme Council
of Urban Planning and Architecture and the Article 5 Commission. Will these institutions get
approval?

Methodology

The dominant strategy in this research is a qualitative strategy based on the problem defined
in the researcher's mind. The research method is descriptive-explanatory with emphasis on critical
discourse analysis method.

In this research, due to its qualitative nature, to meet the criterion of multidimensionality, we have
used several methods to collect data, including observation, interview, and document review. In
addition to face-to-face, remote, or email interviews, there are some ideas published by a number of
other professionals (in the form of interviews, conversations, or lectures) in the press, due to the
importance of these press conferences. Thirty interviews and conversations were analyzed and
finalized.

The other part of the analysis is related to the meetings and lectures of the relevant experts,
trustees, and university professors on the subject under study, the audio or video files of which have
been published and is available on the Chaharrah website. Another important part is the radio
conversations held on Radio Goftogoo and Radio Tehran networks about malls as well as density
selling. Finally, published in the form of a book, the analysis of interviews and conversations with
urban, economic, and political experts of the country about the city and planning has been analyzed
in this research.

Results and discussion

A historical study of Tehran reveals that from a historical period and almost simultaneous with the
change in the economic approach of the government towards the neoliberal economy, Tehran was
considered as a potential commodity and formally assumed a role within the capitalist logic of the
economy. Tehran is a city that has always been the target of various policies. Although these policies
have acted on the body of the city, they have not had mere physical concerns. Political issues, capital
turnover, inter-institutional relations, resource transfer, demographic considerations, etc. have all
been realized through spatial and physical visualization, as the experience of three planning periods
for the metropolis of Tehran, with fundamental and minor changes in planning regulations since the
1940s. It continued until the 90s. During this period, the planning regulations changed both as a
result of the change in the approach and the proposed development pattern of urban plans, and as a
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result of unmanaged management requirements and discretion of the agents responsible for planning
and administration of Tehran.

At this time, in order to shrink its body, the government obliged the municipalities of the
metropolises to finance themselves, so the municipality of Tehran, in order to finance the city,
decided to find a way to earn money from within the city itself. According to the budget law of 1983,
the budget of municipalities should be gradually reduced over three years. Following this plan, the
municipal budget was drastically reduced until 1986, and the municipalities resorted to
"compensating for this decrease in revenue by selling the excess building density in accordance with
the approved criteria of comprehensive plans and dealing with land use change"; and its founder is
none other than Gholam Hossein Karbaschi, the then mayor..

Conclusion

The results indicate that the predominant economic method of governing Iranian governments in
recent decades has been based on the injection of economic rent in the form of development and
current activities. The profitability of the non-productive circuit has encouraged the rent-seeking
class to rebuild space in Iranian cities. In fact, the ruling states have become space-oriented, and in
order to survive, they destroy the daily habits and old spaces that have arisen during the historical
ups and downs through concrete abstractions. Then, they produce (mass housing or building
residential-office towers in the 1980s) and reproduce (increase in commercialization and
mushroom growth of malls and megaliths in the 1990s) new spaces.
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