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ABSTRACT

The main theme of futures studies in higher education is the systematic identification of
forces and drivers of change, opportunities and threats to change, designing a vision and a
favorable future for higher education and an effective university, and designing effective
strategies and actions to achieve a desirable future. Therefore, this study aims to outline
the futures studies desk of higher education located in the Institute for Research and
Planning in Higher Education during (2014 to 2021) as a systematic manifestation of
futures studies in Iran. For this purpose, the qualitative meta-analysis method is used to
analyze and integrate these studies with a comprehensive approach (quantitative and
qualitative) in both form and content dimensions. Findings in the form of evidence
indicate the continuation of desk studies in different years and the participation of a
diverse range of stakeholders from the scientific and managerial body of universities,
higher education and research institutions. On the other hand, in the content dimension
of desk studies in five thematic categories including effective management and planning
in higher education, evaluation and quality of universities and research centers,
curriculum and university learning, information and communication technology and
cyberspace in higher education, economics of higher education and university has been
done that under each category, according to the conditions and requirements of the
country, priority issues have been selected and studied in an interdisciplinary approach.
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INTRODUCTION

Today, due to widespread change and transformation, the wave of futures studies in
societies has become a necessity. Hence, a variety of tools such as; Delphi technique,
scenario planning, trend analysis, computational and mathematical techniques,
propulsion analysis, simulation and technology forecasting have been developed to
provide deep insight into the future (Hinton et al, 2006; Yankelovich, 2001).
Following the general trend of change in the world and the spread of the wave of
futures studies in political, economic, social, technological and environmental
dimensions, futures research in higher education has become necessary and one of
the main preconditions for policy-making and planning of academic systems
(Manicas, 1998; Nicholson, 1998; Blass et al, 2010). The main theme of future
research in higher education is systematically identifying the forces and drivers of
change, opportunities and threats to change, designing a vision and a favorable
future for higher education and university, and designing effective strategies and
measures to achieve a desirable future. Realizing these, since the end of the
twentieth century, many efforts have been made to monitor, identify and
understand macro trends, futures research, and identify and analyze threats and
opportunities for higher education worldwide.

Due to this global trend, recognizing the future of higher education and
universities in the current changing world and shaping a favorable future for
Iranian higher education and research has become an important concern of
thinkers and experts in the Iranian scientific system in recent decades. In this
regard, the Institute for Research and Planning in Higher Education has felt a heavy
responsibility for the future of higher education in terms of its original missions in
higher education policy research and as an institution of criticism, opinion and
thinking. The turning point of this approach was the design and implementation of
systematic research in 2014 in relation to the future of higher education, which led
to the application of knowledge derived from it in the form of establishing a future
studies desk in higher education. Therefore, in this study, the main question is what
is the form and content of this futures studies desk from the interdisciplinary
perspective?

PURPOSE

The purpose of this study was to analyze, integrate and interpret the content of the
collection of futures studies panels in higher education in the period (2021-2035)
from an interdisciplinary perspective.

METHODOLOGY

The qualitative meta-analysis method has been used to accomplish this study. Here,
the statistical population includes 35 future panel studies in higher education based



on a census report. They were analyzed through comprehensive, quantitative and
qualitative approaches in the form of deduction based on worksheets derived from
the structure of desk studies in both form and content.

FINDINGS

A key dimension of the analysis of the higher education futures studies desk was
devoted to the formal appearance of these studies. In particular, the analysis was
performed based on indicators such as the period of table studies, demographic
information of participants (gender, degree, academic rank, branch of study,
department, organizational affiliation, province of service) and the method of
holding them. The analysis showed that the studies of this panel continued in
different years. Also, the involvement of a diverse range of internal and social
stakeholders in this study was considered through an interdisciplinary perspective.

On the other hand, the findings of the content dimension of the futures studies
desk indicate the appropriate thematic diversity in addressing basic issues of higher
education in the country. This thematic diversity in five major categories are:
effective management and planning in higher education with 22 studies, evaluation
and quality of universities and research centers with 5 studies, curriculum and
university learning with 3 studies, information and communication technology and
cyberspace in higher education with 3 studies and the economics of higher
education and university represented by 2 studies.

In each of these categories, according to the circumstances, priority issues
selected and researched with the help of experts and discussion with the focus on
the involvement of internal and social stakeholders. Identifying the drivers of
change, its opportunities and threats, mapping and creating a favorable future in
relation to the topic under discussion, and mapping policies and operational
strategies to achieve a favorable future have been considered, organized and
implemented in the context of various futures studies approaches.

CONCLUSION

From the analysis of the form and content of the futures studies desk in higher
education, it can be concluded that the achievement of this desk as an empirical
example of futures studies can be considered in the field of policy and knowledge
researches in the interdisciplinary context. On the other hand, strengthening the
interdisciplinary aspect in defining and formulating these studies and its dialogue
structure in the future can facilitate, perpetuate and develop such a situation. In this
regard, the participation of actors and researchers from various scientific
disciplines, dialogue and involvement of policymakers and managers from the
higher educational system, translation of knowledge achievements into executive
policies, the development of desk studies in higher education as well as provincial
and regional level universities may be appropriate steps.
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The focus of this study is on a comprehensive analysis and interpretation (form and
content) of the futures studies desk in higher education as an empirical example,
which can inspire the development of knowledge and culture of futures studies in
other practical and social fields.
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