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ABSTRACT

The movement from intra-disciplinary toward inter-disciplinary approaches by focusing
on real-world problems is a growing trend in higher education. Thus, next generation
universities will move toward inter-disciplinary discourses. In the meantime, systematic
studies of futures or futures studies have also been considered by academics in various
fields. In this qualitative meta-synthesis, an attempt is made to investigate the status of
future-oriented studies in various disciplines in order to map the distribution these
studies. Through a rigorous selection process, 737 articles were chosen and categorized
into 19 main categories and 350 secondary categories which were correspondingly
classified under more detailed sub-categories. The results indicate that geographical
planning, security, and corporate foresight have had the highest application of futures
studies. By contrast, sports, women’s studies and futures of professions had the lowest
number of articles. This paper highlights the conspicuous gaps in future-oriented
interdisciplinary researches along with their strength and weaknesses.
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INTRODUCTION

The contemporary world and its current and future challenges are transboundary
and versatile. Therefore, research and investigation about these challenges cannot
be conducted in neatly framed university disciplines. All aspects of knowledge
probably have a future and that is why all disciplines study their futures using the
epistemological and methodological toolbox of futures studies. As such, futures
studies as inter or-trans-disciplinary sphere comprise of a wide variety of topics and
issues.

PURPOSE

This study aims to map the topical distribution of future-oriented studies in Iran in
order to create a big picture of their trans-disciplinary position via a meta-synthesis.
Meta-synthesis as a top-down holistic scanning can recognize the breadth of the
literature, the pertinent topical density, and the neglected areas. This big picture
also endorses the current status of futures studies as an accepted trans-discipline
among academics from different disciplines in Iran. This study also aims to create a
critical analysis of these transdisciplinary studies and highlight their weaknesses.

METHODOLOGY

This is applied research as it provides a picture of the topical distribution of future-
oriented studies via meta-synthesis. Firstly, keywords were selected to search
databases and find the relevant studies. Three databases were selected: Noormags,
Magiran and the Islamic World Science Citation Center (ISC). The initial search
yielded 1277 results. After the elimination of duplicates, 920 documents were
chosen as the initial set. After the elimination of theoretical papers based on
objectivity, 737 papers were finally selected to pursue the study.

FINDINGS

The selected set of 737 papers was published across 340 journals. The biggest share
of papers was published in a peer-reviewed journal, Defensive Future Studies. The
number of publications followed a rising trend. The papers were correspondingly
categorized into 19 major categories. Geographical and urban planning and futures
of professions with, respectively, 151 and 4 papers had the highest and lowest
number of publications.

CONCLUSION

This meta-synthesis revealed that futures studies as transdisciplinary has an
admitted position among academics of different fields in Iran. The number of
publications and the breadth of topics showed that when the future of a certain
topic is to be investigated, futures studies as a systematic toolbox of studying
alternative futures is called upon by researchers from various disciplines.



NOVELTY

The novelty of this paper is that it has presented a usable map of the state of
interdisciplinary research in the field of futures studies in Iran. This map depicts the
interdisciplinary situation of futures studies in Iran's academic environment.
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