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Three things have no durability
without their concomitants:
property without trade,
knowledge without debate, and
country without policy.
(The Gulistan of Sa’di, Chapter VIII:
‘Of the Duties of Society’)
Abstract

Confronting various issues in the international community, international law does
not always function in the same way. This is because behind this legal system, like
any other system, there are human agents who each understand and interpret the
norms and rules of international law according to their own hypotheses and
presuppositions. In the meantime, states as the main subjects of the international
legal system try to maximize their ‘national interests’ with a special understanding
of international law. The present article attempts to analyze the factors involved in
such state policies in order to achieve peaceful settlement of international disputes
through the concept of ‘foreign legal policy’. The present paper also showshow this
policy directs the international dispute resolution system in general and the decisions
of the International Court of Justice in particular, and conversely, the Court’s legal

policy, in turn, affects the legal policy of the disputing states.
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1. foreign legal policy = politique juridique extérieure
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Pellet, 1985: 407-414; Combacau, 1984: 980-989; Virally, 1989: 394-402.
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Alleged violations of the 1955 Treaty of Amity, Economic Relations, and Consular Rights (Islamic Republic
of Iran v. United States of America), Public sitting held on Thursday 30 August 2018, paras. 17-18:
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