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Abstract

From the beginning of the fifth century (AH), when the Shiite government of Buyids was
established in the era of Muzaffarids, there was stability in the social and economic activities in
Yazd, so that it suffered less social ups and downs. As a result, Yazd provided a suitable
environment for urban activities. These conditions caused Sufi mystics and Sheikhs such as Sheikh
Dada, Sheikh Ali Benyaman and Sheikh Ahmad Fahadan to settle in this area, and Yazd became
known as one of the centers of Sufism. Considering the pervasion of the monasteries in historical
texts, their importance and place in architectural history have not been addressed in the literature.
In this research, we first introduce the monasteries mentioned in historical sources, from the
Atabakan era to Timurids in Yazd. Considering that most of the monasteries mentioned in the
historical texts belong to the Muzaffarids era, this article focuses on Muzaffarids era. The research
that this article is part of has been based on historical documents as well as field studies. This is
an analytical- historical research, and its historical textx such as Yazd History Book, Yazd Modern
History and Mofidi Jame' Book have been the most important sources used. The physical
components of the monastery were open, semi-open and closed spaces manifested in places such
as Rough Opening, Sahn, Sofeh, Jam' Khaneh, Cell, Pray Room, Chelleh Khaneh, Dome Chamber
and Roof. The functions of the monastery were realized by the mentioned spaces. In this article,
after the architectural features of monasteries in the historical texts are introduced, the architectural
spaces of the existing monasteries are introduced and comparatively studied. This comparative
account has been used to reach the type of the architectural patterns of Yazd monastery. Finally,
three types of architecture are introduced for Yazd monasteries. The first model is a combination
of a dome chamber and opening iwan, the second one has octagonal courtyards. Finally, the third
type of monasteries is modeled on local schools .
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