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As the foundation of democracy, Elections provide a platform for the nation to participate in determining
their destiny and for the peaceful competition of the various political parties. The media is one of the
players in this field that tries to divert the masses of the electorate within their ideological framework
through content production and advertisements. Understanding the attitude of a media in elections, which
is the purpose of this study, requires analysis and review of its products. In this study, election news on
the website of Iran International TV Channel, in the period from January 21 to February 29, 2020, was
selected and studied. Then, using the discourse analysis method and MAXQDA software, the news
discourse of the mentioned media was extracted with the nodal point of "election boycott". The "Islamic
Republic," the "people,” the "elections," and the "corona" are the constructive signs of this discourse. The
research findings show that the above Media, in addition to Gatekeeping and news coverage in line with
the policy of reducing public participation in elections, by highlighting its desirable themes in news texts
and making images of people and events using Framing, tries to represent events and interpret them in
its own way. The registration of the lowest turnout compared to all previous rounds of elections indicates
the hegemony of this discourse and its success in establishing its semantic system and creating a
general consensus.
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