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Abstract

The impact of French colonization in Africa has been subject to scholarly
debates for a long time. Some scholars have cast light on the advantages of
colonization by emphasizing the colonial powers’ economic aid, technology
transfer, and export of political civic culture for the purpose of facilitating
development and raising living standards in underdeveloped societies. In
contrast, a score of critics have voiced their concerns about the problem of
assimilation into western culture and its effects on the colonies’ social
structures. The contradictions of modernism in the non-western countries,
particularly the ones that have been colonized, are comparable to what one
can find in today’s controversy over the impact of globalization on the
developing countries’ cultural patterns and structures. Hence, the
contradictions of colonialization versus globalization, as well as the
interaction between the two, are chosen as the main topic of this article. In
order to expand the scope of the discussion, the impact of the globalization
process on two former dependent territories of France, (i.e., Morocco as a
protectorate, and Algeria as a colony) are compared in detail.

The two objectives of this research are: a) to evaluate different
consequences of colonization because of the effect of domestic factors such
as geographic attributes and social structures of the colonized countries; and
b) to underscore the impact of French colonization on shaping the current
understanding of modernism and globalism in the former colonies, and more
specifically in Morocco and Algeria. To achieve these goals, the authors
attempted to find answers for the following research question: How could
we explain the divergent consequences of colonization for the processes of
modernization and globalization in the two contiguous countries of Morocco
and Algeria, in view of their similar national attributes? In the hypothesis, it
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is claimed that geographic attributes and social experiences had led the two
countries to confront the French colonization in different ways. The role of
these domestic factors will be investigated by using the method of
comparative case study based on an analysis of historical events, and a
conceptual analysis of official documents such as the post-independence
Constitutions of the two North African states.

In addition to a brief discussion of the colonial era, the authors discuss
the social structures and social functions of Maghreb (the territory which
includes Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia), with attention to the role of Sufism
in the sovereignty of Maghreb since the advent of French colonization. It is
explained how the monarchical regime of Morocco, which has ruled for
centuries, could survive and function semi-independently in the colonization
era, while Algeria was composed of the Bedouin tribes and formerly
occupied by the Ottomans before the invasion of the French troops. Likewise,
the effect of geopolitics on the fate of the two countries under colonial rule
and after the independence are discussed. This part also briefly explains the
circumstances and key events which helped Algeria and Morocco to gain
independence from France, and mentions the geopolitical circumstances
leading to conflicts such as 1) Algerian Muslims’ discontent with the
imposition of the French language and the massive investment in alcohol
enterprises; 2) the crises of citizenship for the Maghreb's inhabitants; and 3)
the agitations due to the politics of “integration programs” and the
“civilizing mission”.

The last part is devoted to a discussion of the approaches of Algeria and
Morocco towards French colonial policies with respect to their implications
for social and civic institutionalization. The following three aspects of the
institutionalization in Morocco and Algeria are compared: 1) the rules set by
governments from the constitutional and juridical points of view; 2) the
impact of the use of French language in the colonies; and 3) tourism
industries. The results of this comparative case study show that modernism
in Morocco and Algeria is influenced by the shared history of French
domination, but with different consequences. Because of its closeness to
Europe, Morocco had more affinity with the occidental culture and could
achieve relative integration. This in turn helped Moroccan social structure to
react in a more tolerant manner to modernism. In contrast, Algeria gained its
independent after a period of anti-colonial rebellion and fierce conflicts and
could not be as successful as Morocco in modernism. The study shows the
danger of sudden changes in ancient cultures, and the role of social
contradictions on the future of the former colonized societies.

Keywords: French Colonization, Algeria, Morocco, Modernity,
Globalization
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