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ABSTRACT

In a contemporary individualistic world with a significant diversity of groups,
institutions, identities, and attitudes, cultures are likely to collide, especially among
young people. In such circumstances, it is social tolerance that prevents the eruption
of violence and conflict in a culturally diverse society. Therefore, the present study
aims to study the relationship between individualism and social tolerance in the
youth of Bojnord. A total of 825 young people were selected by the multi-stage cluster
sampling technique and interviewed through a questionnaire. Its reliability and
validity are confirmed by Cronbach's alpha technique and face validity. The findings
show that there is a significant and direct relationship between moral individualism
and social tolerance, extreme individualism and social tolerance, as well as between
moral individualism / extreme individualism and the three dimensions of social
tolerance (political, identity, and behavior). The results of the regression coefficient
show that moral individualism and extreme individualism explain about 34% of the
variance of social tolerance. Thus, with the spread of one of the cultural consequences
of modernity, namely individualism, social tolerance increases in society.
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INTRODUCTION

Cultural diversity and differences in contemporary societies and their familiarity
and interaction with each other is a fundamental issue, because differences affect
social ties. Such conditions provide grounds for various kinds of rupture in the
society. In such situation, it is tolerance that prevents violence and conflict.
Tolerance is a prerequisite for the formation of civil society (Phelps, 2004, p. 287).
The importance of tolerance in a society is such that lack of it will cause many
problems, so that people will see violence as the only way to deal with differences
(Whitenberg and Butters, 2012 p. 68). But, according to Habermas; "We live in a
world that is threatened by a mixture of collective globalization and ideological
individualism” (Milner and Bravit, 2018, p. 116). The engine of individualism is
moving with all its might and a society that is the joint product of collective
globalization and individualism has certain characteristics of tolerance.
Individualism, due to the acceptance of individual desires and respect for other
aspirations and desires, is a positive factor in social tolerance in a society where
there is cultural diversity and differences.

PURPOSE

Tolerance is very important in Iran and consequently in North Khorasan, which has a
wide variety of ethnic groups (Kurds, Turks, Persians, Turkmen and Tat) and
individualism is also spreading, especially among young people. Because young
people guarantee the future and progress of any society, and the existence of tolerance
among them in the new environment can have an important impact on the fate of that
society. Therefore, the main purpose of this study is to investigate the effect of
individualism on social tolerance in Iran with an emphasis on the youth of Bojnord.

METHODOLOGY

This research has been done with a positivist approach and a descriptive-
explanatory type in terms of applied purpose and survey method. The statistical
population is all young people living in Bojnord in 2020. The sample size was 825
using power sampling method ie., "multi-stage cluster”. Cronbach's alpha
coefficient was used to determine the reliability of questionnaire, whose alpha
coefficient was calculated higher than 0.8. Pearson correlation coefficient and
bivariate regression were used to analyze the data through SPSS 22 software.

FINDINGS

The results of Table 1 show that there is a significant and positive relationship
between moral individualism (0.551) and extreme individualism (0.448) with social
tolerance at the 99% confidence level. Thus, with increasing moral individualism /
extreme individualism, social tolerance among young people increases. Also, there
is a direct and significant relationship between moral individualism (0.211) /



extreme individualism (0.254) and the dimension of political tolerance at the 99%
confidence level. Thus, with the increase of moral individualism / extreme
individualism, the level of political tolerance in the youth increases. Also, the results
of Pearson test show that there is a significant and direct relationship between
moral individualism (0.320) / extreme individualism (0.192) and identity tolerance
of young people. In other words, with the increase of moral individualism / extreme
individualism, the level of identity tolerance in young people increases, as well.
There is a significant and direct relationship between moral individualism (0.138) /
extreme individualism (0.138) and behavioral tolerance. That is, with increasing
moral individualism / extreme individualism, the level of behavioral tolerance in
young people also increases.

Table 1. Pearson correlation coefficient between independent and dependent variables

Assumptions Correlation Coefficient  Significance Level Description
Moral individualism / Social 0.551 0.000 Conf}]rmat‘non of
tolerance relationship
Extreme individualism / Social 0.448 0.000 Conf.irmat.lon of
tolerance relationship
Ethlca.l individualism / 0179 0.000 Conf‘irmat‘lon of
Behavioral tolerance relationship
Extre@e individualism / 0.090 0012 Conf.irmat.lon of
Behavioral tolerance relationship
Ethical individualism / Identity 0.320 0.000 Conf.irmat.lon of
tolerance relationship
Extre@e individualism / 0.192 0.000 Conlfirmatlon of
Identity tolerance relationship
Moral individualism / Political 0211 0.000 Conf.‘lrmat.ion of
tolerance relationship
Ext}re(me individualism / 0254 0.000 Co;lﬁrma%ion of
Political tolerance relationship

Table 2 shows that according to beta coefficient, there is a significant and
positive relationship between moral individualism (0.437) / extreme individualism
(0.235) and social tolerance. In other words, the higher the degree of individualism,
the greater the degree of social tolerance. Also, the adjusted coefficient of
determination (0.341) shows that the independent variable explains 34% of the
variance of the dependent variable.

Table 2. Multiple regression analysis statistics

Non-standard Coefficients Standard Coefficients

= | StdError Beta t Significance Level
Constant Value 59/150 5/200 11/375 0/000
Moral individualism 1/793 0/221 0/437 8/121 0/000
Extreme individualism 0/388 0/089 0/235 4/372 0/000

Determination coefficient: 0.346 Modified coefficient of determination: 0.341 Standard error of estimation: 13/36258
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Individualism emphasizes independence, self-belief, and personal needs and
desires, and tolerance is the acceptance of cultural diversity and respect for different
ways of human being and the recognition of universal rights and freedoms. Thus,
individualistic cultures provide a good platform for the spread of tolerance in the
modern society. So today, there is a different expression of individualism that relies
on the concept of tolerance to determine how we react to different lifestyles,
ideologies and cultures of our own. This type of individualism unconditionally
accepts differences as a way of coping with differences.

CONCLUSION

The descriptive findings of the study showed that the level of social tolerance among
respondents was moderate (48.5). The results of Pearson test showed that moral
individualism (0.551) / extreme individualism (0.448) had a positive effect on social
tolerance. That is, with increasing moral individualism / extreme individualism, the
degree of social tolerance increased. The results of multivariate regression showed
that moral individualism and extreme individualism explained 34% of the
dependent variable changes (social tolerance). In individualistic cultures, there are
no very superior or inferior behaviors. People focus on their own needs, rights, and
capabilities, and were more likely to address themselves and value fair exchange.
These people are very social, have a special emphasis on fairness in the distribution
of facilities, and are in favor of equal human rights.

There is also a significant and positive relationship between moral individualism
(0.211) / extreme individualism (0.254) and the dimension of political tolerance. In
other words, as moral individualism / extremist individualism increases, so does
political tolerance. Individualism, while respecting the beliefs of others, provides the
basis for the acceptance of different and sometimes opposing political views, and by
increasing political tolerance leads to the emergence and survival of democratic
institutions, resulting in the emergence of civil society that opposes discrimination
against human welfare. It will promote democracy and respect for gender equality.

Moral individualism / extreme individualism also has a positive effect on the
dimensions of social tolerance (political, identity and behavioral). There is also a
significant and positive relationship between individualism and the dimension of
identity tolerance. In other words, with the increase of moral individualism /
extreme individualism, identity tolerance also increases. This relationship is very
important in Iranian societies such as Bojnord, which has ethnic diversity and
consequently different cultures. Individualism takes a firm step towards accepting
unequal identities by promoting egalitarian values and accepting the aspirations of
modern man.



There is also a significant and positive relationship between moral individualism
/ extreme individualism and the behavioral tolerance dimension. In other words,
with increasing moral individualism / extreme individualism, behavioral tolerance
also increases. Behavioral tolerance is gentleness and kindness towards individual
and social behaviors in group communication. Because individualists are very
social, they are tolerant of legal and illegal individual and social behaviors.

In general, as Tocqueville, Durkheim, and Merton believe, individualism as one
of the cultural evolutions of modernity and an inevitable part of human condition
in the modern world, like modernity itself, has several consequences that are
considered both positive and negative. One of its positive consequences is the
increase in the level of social tolerance (political, identity and behavioral) in the
social system. This effect is very important in societies that are exposed to intense
ethnic diversity due to the coexistence of different ethnicities, urbanization and
migration. And it can provide a good platform for the peaceful coexistence of
different cultures in order to form a strong and cohesive society.

NOVELTY

Toleration is the allowing, permitting, or acceptance of an action, idea, object, or
person which one dislikes or disagrees with. In the theoretical literature on
tolerance a distinction is proposed between coexistence and respect tolerance. This
study in novel in the sense that it has investigated the positive aspects of
individualism in relation to social tolerance, in which, the coexistence of various
ethnic groups (Kurds, Turks, Persians, Turkmen and Tat) found to be important for
overall development of a society despite being diverse culturally and socially.
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