Social History Studies, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Biannual Journal, Vol. 11, No. 2, Autumn and Winter 2021-2022, 289-316
Doi: 10.30465/shc.2022.40839.2351

A Study of the Function and Meaning of the Four Words
Transmitter the Socio-Political Concept of '""People" in Old

Persian Inscriptions

Esmaeil Matloubkari”

Nayere Dalir”™

Abstract

The present article aims to study the words that can be applied to the socio-political
concept of "people" in the Old Persian version of the Achaemenid royal inscriptions
and according to the evidence equivalent to all or part of this concept. The present
study with the approach of conceptual history based on linguistic analysis of Old
Persian inscriptions has tried to examine these words and their relation to the
concept of "people”, as socio-political activists, from the perspective of social and
political functions and meanings. Hence, it seeks an answer to the question of what
is the equivalent or conveying words of the concept of people in the Old Persian
version of these inscriptions and how can their function and social meaning be
explained in the political context? In response, it is assumed that each of the stems
martiya-, zana-, bandaka- and kara- reflect a part of the socio-political concept of
"people" in Old Persian inscriptions. The findings of the study examined the

function and meaning of each of the four stems mentioned as "man", "soldier",
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"subjects and followers of the government", "inhabitants of the land", and

"people/army” in Old Persian inscriptions.

Keywords: people, bandaka-, kara-, martiya-, zana-.
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“imd dahyava tya mand pativdita vasna A"uramazdaha mana ba"daka aha'ta mand
bajim abarata” (DB, I: 18-9)
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“pasava adam karam fraiSayam Vidarna nama Parsa mana ba'daka avamsam
mabistam akunavam” (DB, I1. 19-20).
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adataiy azda bavatiy Parsahya martiyahya diraiy arstis paragmata adataiy
azda bavatiy parsa martiya diirayapiy haca Parsd partaram patiyaja'ta
(DNa, 38-47).
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utd Mada utd aniya dahyava”( DB, 1. 38-40).
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x§acam tya haca amaxam taumaya parabartam aha' ava adam patipadam
akunavam, adams$im gabava avastayam. yaba paruvamciy, avaba adam
akunavam ayadana tya Gaumata hya magu$§ viyaka, adam niya¢arayam
karahya abicari§ gaifameca maniyamca, v'0bisca tyadis Gaumata hya magus
adina' adam karam gafava avastiayam Parsamca Madamca uta aniya dahyava.
ya0a paruvamciy, avafa adam tya parabartam patiyabaram (DB, I. 61-8).
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