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In the history of Iran, the fortifications were considered important as a
defensive factor determining the city's restrictions. In addition to defensive
function, the towers and fortifications have determined the cities’ restrictions
and the ease of taxation. Throughout history, towers and fortifications have
been shaped by political, economic, and geographical necessities. Towers and
fortifications depending on the function, geographical location and etc. had
different shapes, materials and structures and each was made of the elements
such as fence, tower, moat, etc. Since there is no trace of the old towers and
fortifications of the cities it is important to investigate historical documents
and illustrations for recognition of these urban elements. As one of the
illustrated and novel historical documents, Metraghchi drawings will provide
useful information about this type of architecture. Metraghchi paintings were
illustrate the cities of northwestern Iran, while companying the Ottoman
army, can provide us with a lot of information about the shape, material,
number of towers, etc. The aim of this study was to investigate and identify
the towers and fortifications drawn in Metraghchi drawings. In this research
that has been done by historical interpretation method the fortifications have
been identified by analyzing the pictures and classifying and recognizing
them. The results indicate the classification of fortifications based on their
shape and body, each of which is different for reasons such as geographical
location, politics, urban sprawl and type of materials used and is categorized
separately in the relevant tables.
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