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Abstract:

The current research studies the inside-outside relationship in the architecture of
the mosques of Iran from the beginning to the Safavid era. This research aims to
reveal the evolution course of the architecture of Iranian mosques to establish a
balanced relationship between the inside and outside areas. In other words, the
Iranian architects tried to link the building of the mosque with its context using the
solutions evolved in a historic course and develop the inside-outside spatial
integration while preserving the sanctuary of the mosque.

The research method is a mixed method of logical reasoning and case study. First,
the determining criteria of the inside-outside relationship of the buildings were
classified by reviewing the existing theories. Since this classification is conducted
from a critical and complementary perspective, the current research is classified as
logical reasoning in secondary studies. The obtained theoretical foundation paves
the way to test the hypothesis. As buildings to which most of the communities’
ability were allocated in many eras and thus, can represent the architecture of the
mosques better than other types, samples of the Jame’ mosques were selected
based on the priorities to test the hypothesis. The examples were analyzed based
on the library documents, including images and plans of the buildings and their
changes in historical periods.

It was revealed that the inside-outside relationship in the initial mosques was more
than the maximum separation between these two areas. However, in the next
periods, some solutions were eventually applied in the design of the mosques,
directing the inside-outside relationship towards more connection between these
two areas. These solutions led to more connections and relationships between the
mosque and its surrounding through improving the visual connection, the
movement, and the formal-structural relationship.
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