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Abstract

Introduction, Countries do not have the right to choose their
neighbors because geography has already made it necessary for
them.The emergence of geographical, political, and conceptual
boundaries between neighboring countries has provided a platform
for extensive cross-border cooperation between neighbors.
Countries develop frameworks known as “neighborhood policies”
to manage their various political, security, economic, and cultural
relations with their neighbors. European Neighborhood Policy
Is not about relations between a country and its neighbors, but
about the relations of a political-economic union consisting of 27
countries that have tried to achieve common policies by uniting
sovereignty and powers in different areas and organizing relations
with their neighbors. The European Union, through the European
Neighborhood Policy, as a common policy has tried to regulate
the relations of the European Union with the countries with which
it has an immediate geographical border.

Methodology, Different patterns of neighborhood policy can be
identified in the world and due to their similarities and differences,
it can be used in designing and promoting Iran’s neighborhood
policy. One of these patterns is Europe’s neighborhood policy.



Accordingly, this article seeks to answer the question that what
lessons can be learned from the principles, goals and functions
of the European Neighborhood Policy for the design and
implementation of Iran’s neighborhood policy? In this context, the
article first looks at the history of the formation and evolution of the
European Neighborhood Policy, then will explain the foundations
of the formation of this policy. In addition, the goals and drivers
of the European Neighborhood Policy will be analyzed and the
European Neighborhood Policy will be evaluated and critiqued.
Finally, the lessons that the European Neighborhood Policy can
offer to the designers, policy makers and implementers of Iran’s
neighborhood policy will be expressed in the framework of policy
recommendations.

Result and discussion, The European Neighborhood Policy was
established in 2004 with the aim of preventing the emergence of
new dividing lines between the enlarged European Union and its
neighbors, and in order to strengthen the prosperity, stability and
security of Europe and its neighbors.The review of this article
showed that the European Union has developed a European
Neighborhood Policy in response to the challenges posed by
geographical proximity and the existence of historical and
cultural ties between the Union and its neighbors. The European
Neighborhood Policy is an EU foreign policy instrument that
seeks to establish relations with neighboring countries in south
and east of the EU’s borders through largely bilateral policies or
regional and multilateral cooperation initiatives. The European
Union, through the European Neighborhood Policy, as a common
policy between the member states, has tried to regulate the
relations of the European Union with the countries with which
it has a direct geographical border, within the framework of the
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principles and goals of the European Union and through the
defined mechanisms. The European Union has used a variety of
tools to advance its neighborhood policy, such as the European
Neighborhood and Partnership Instrument and the European
Neighborhood Instrument.

Conclusion, The findings of this paper show that the European
Neighborhood Policy is a very complex policy that addresses
the heterogeneous group of EU neighbors in the East and South.
Despite the fact that neighborhood policy is presented inabroad and
uniform framework, this heterogeneity of neighboring countries
has led the EU to resort to the “principle of differentiation” in
practice; Thatis, to implement practical neighborhood policy plans
for each neighboring country based on the specific circumstances
of that country. Also in this framework, the two principles of
conditioning relations with neighbors in relation to positive
Conditionalization and negative positive Conditionalization have
been considered. Examining the European Neighborhood Policy
as a powerful tool of the European Union to advance the Union’s
relations with neighboring countries and secure its various benefits
through it,has lessons that can be learned by policy makers in the
field of formulating and implementing Iran’s neighborhood policy.
Some of these lessons are listed in the Policy Recommendations
section of the paper for Iran’s neighborhood policy makers
Keyword: Neighborhood, Neighborhood Policy, European Union, Iran
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1. Wider Europe.

2. “Wider Europe — Neighbourhood: A new Framework for relations with our Eastern and
Southern Neighbours

3. General Affairs and External Relations Council (GAERC)
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1. The European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument (ENPI).
2. European Neighbourhood Instrument (ENI).
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1. The Eastern Partnership (EAP).

2. Union for the Mediterranean (UFM).
3. like Erasmus Mundus.

4. Tempus.

5. Marie Curie Actions.
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