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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the role of sensation seeking
and cultural intelligence by mediating the threshold of
tolerance in sport violence in football fans. The research
method is descriptive-correlational. Among all fans of Sepidrud
Rasht and Nasaji Mazandaran teams in the Premier League of
2018-19, 380 were selected by simple random sampling
method. Data were collected using Zuckerman's sensation
seeking, cultural intelligence, distress tolerance and sport
violence questionnaires, and was analyzed using Pearson
correlation and path analysis. The results showed that there is
a positive relationship between sensation seeking with sport
violence, and there is a negative relationship between cultural
intelligence and the threshold of tolerance with sport violence.
Also, the results showed that the tolerance threshold in the
relationship between sensation seeking and cultural
intelligence plays a mediating role. Based on the results, it can
be said that sport violence in football fans is affected by
psychological factors such as the sensation seeking of people
and their level of cultural intelligence, which is mediated
through their threshold of tolerance and irritability.

Extended Abstract

Abstract

Sports violence is one of the
fundamental injuries of sports,
especially football. Taylor was one of
the firsts to comment on violence in

1. Email: akbar.aghazade@yahoo.com
2. Email: behzad.hosseini.61@gmail.com
3. Email: h.ebadii@yahoo.com



Aghazadeh: Sport Psychology Studies, Volume 10, No 37, 2021 86

football, which in his view reflects the
changing nature of the sport, and in
particular the changing role of local
clubs as representing the working class
(Marsh, 1977). Spaji (2006) identifies six
major causes of spectator violence as
pleasant sensation seeking and
emotional arousal, masculine identity,
regional and local identities, fame,
solidarity and power, and autonomy.
Therefore, along with social and
cultural  factors, the role of
psychological factors such as sensation
seeking (Ostrowsky, 2014; Spaji, 2006;
Ramezani Nejad, Rahmati, Hemmati
Nejad and Azadan, 2012) and the
individuals' tolerance threshold (Jalali,
Gholamzadeh, Taqi Beiglu & Terasi,
2012) can be considered in the
occurrence of violent behaviors.

Other studies also suggest that
sensation seeking plays a role in the
development of high-risk behaviors
which is mediated by factors such as
neurobiological changes and higher-
level cognitive functions (Glicksohn
Naor-Ziv & Leshem, 2018). Another
factor that can contribute to the
violence of sports fans is cultural
intelligence. Crapanzano (2003)
showed that a wide range of emotions
can be observed with different verbal
and nonverbal symptoms across
cultures and even subcultures. The
variable of tolerance threshold plays a
mediating role in the relationship
between psychological and social
factors such as sensation seeking and
cultural intelligence. Therefore, the
present study aimed to investigate the
role of sensation seeking and cultural
intelligence with a mediating role of the

tolerance threshold in sport violence
from the perspective of football fans.

Material and Methods

This study has an applicable purpose
and its method of implementation is
descriptive-correlational. The statistical
population consisted of all spectators
and supporters of the teams of
Sepidrood-e Rasht and Nassaji-e
Mazandaran, which were 7000
individuals, in the Premier League of
2018-2019. The statistical sample was
estimated as 364 people according to
Morgan table. The instruments used in
this study were: Zuckerman’s Sensation
Seeking  Scale  (ZSSS), Cultural
Intelligence Standard Questionnaire,
Distress Tolerance Scale (DTS) and
Sports Violence Scale. To conduct the
research in the 14th week of the 2018-
2019 Premier League, before starting
the game of Nassaji-e Mazandaran and
Sepidrood-e Rasht, the researchers
with the help of two assistants
attended the stadium and by referring
to both teams' supporters, following a
brief explanation of the study purpose,
asked them to answer research
questions if they wanted to. To control
the conditions in the stadium, the
researchers arrived at the stadium
hours before the start of the game and
provided the supporters with both
questionnaires to answer calmly so that
they would not have any stress for the
game to start, and in case of ambiguity,
they would let the researchers know. To
analyze the data, Pearson correlation
and path analysis were performed using
SPSS software version 22 and Amos
software.



87 Sport Psychology Studies, Volume 10, No 37, 2021

Results

Table 1- Correlation matrix of research variables with the dependent variable

Variable 1 2 3 4
Sensation seeking 1
Cultural
. . -0.08 1
intelligence
Tolerance o o
threshold -0.15 0.45 1
Sport violence 0.35** -0.30** -0.34** 1
** p<0.01

As can be seen from the results of Table
1, all the variables of the study have a
significant  relationship ~ with  the
dependent variable of sports violence,
so that sensation seeking has a positive
and significant relationship with sports
violence. The cultural intelligence and
tolerance threshold has a negative and
significant relationship with sports
violence. Also, the highest correlation
was found between sensation seeking
and sports violence with 0.35 and the
lowest correlation was between
cultural intelligence and  sports
violence, which was -0.30.

Conclusion
The results showed that more
excitement, experience, non-

deterrence and the diversification of
the fans increased their violence and
their aggressive behaviors. On the
other hand, the higher tolerance
threshold resulted in less violent and
harmful behaviors. The results of
Lemarié et al. (2019) study suggest that
sensation seeking is associated with
risky behaviors. The results of Salmani
et al. (2014) also showed that sensation
seeking components, such as the

experience seeking and non-deterrence
could predict risky behaviors. Other
studies have also suggested a
relationship between cultural
intelligence and violence. The results of
the study by Feizi et al. (2017) indicate
that the metacognitive and
motivational components of cultural
intelligence play a positive role in the
motivation for athletic success. In
explaining this finding, it can be said
that according to the theories of
psychology, youth is an exciting and
adventurous period leading to high-risk
behaviors. Young people are very
tempted to do strange and irrational
things because of their high mental and
physical energy, so it can be expected
that they will behave as such in
situations where they are prone to
aggression. In other words, the results
showed that sensation seeking played a
positive role and cultural intelligence
played a negative role in the occurrence
of fans' violence, which was moderated
by the threshold of tolerance.

The results of Ostrowsky's (2014) study
suggest that various psychological and
social factors can play a role in the
aggressive  behavior of  sports
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spectators and fans, including sensation
seeking, impulsivity, frustration, anger,
and  psychological injury, false
consensus, team replication, and
alcohol-related expectations, all of
which lead to violent behaviors by
lowering the threshold of tolerance. In
explaining the results, it can be said that
all  humans are motivated by
excitement, and they tend to
experience new and dangerous stimuli
and acquire new emotions. However, in
the meantime, more and more people
are turning to these stimuli and have a
strong tendency to experience the risks
and ignore the risk consequences
because of being adolescent and
teenager. In explaining the mediating
role of tolerance threshold in the
relationship between cultural
intelligence and sport violence, it can be
said that individuals with high cultural
intelligence use knowledge and control
their intellectual process associated
with culture and use the infrastructure
to receive and decode their own and
others' behavior, and they would be
aware of their own and others' cultural
differences and similarities, and act
better when communicating with
others in different cultural situations,
so they can overcome the conflicts and
solve the challenges better in such
situation. Therefore, based on the
results of the present study, it can be
concluded that psychological and social
variables such as the individuals' level
of sensation seeking and cultural
intelligence have a significant role in the
level of sport violence of football fans
and the rate of violence in these
individuals is moderated by their

tolerance threshold. In other words,
people with high levels of sensation
seeking exhibit violent behaviors when
exposed to crowded and provocative
situations if they have low tolerance
thresholds.

Keywords: Sensation Seeking, Cultural
Intelligence, Threshold of Tolerance,
Sports Violence, Football Fans.
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1. Sport Violence
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7. Meta Cognitive Cultural Intelligence
8. Cognitive Cultural
Intelligence/Knowledge

9. Motivational Cultural
intelligence/Drive
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1. Newcomb, & McGee
2. Russell
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4. Cultural Intelligence
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3. Resistance threshold
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6. Tolerance

7. Absorption
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2. Spectator Violence in Sports (SVS)
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2. Variance Inflation Factor (VIF)
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