Culture and Folk Literature
E-1SSN:2423-7000

Vol. 9, No. 42
January — February 2022
Research Article

The Role and Function of Thematics in Tales: The Case
of Sankhast Tales

Omid Vahdanifar ™!

Review of the literature

There are some research studies on tales some of which are conducted
by Koohi Kermani (1959) entitled Fifteen tales of rural tales of Iran,
Sajadpour (1999) entitled Magic and voodoo, Kaedi (1999) entitled
Neither Tale, Nor History: A Criticism on Belinas Witch and the
White Lion Tale, Ghobadi (2002) entitled Tales and tale studies in
Iran, and Zaryi (2003) entitled Folk tales about fairies, Al, Azmar
man.

Aims and research questions

As an element of any story, thematics are significant in analyzing the
structure and content of the literary works. The research questions are:
1. What is the main themes of Sankhast tales? 2. What are the
techniques? 3. What aims the tale tellers did try to achieve?

Main discussion

Thematics is the series of themes that are consciously or
unconsciously permeating a literary work (Todorov, 2013, p. 293). To
figure out the themes of a work, one needs to focus on the relationship
between the work and the external world. This relationship is the
meaning (Schools, 2004, p. 23). Krohn and Krohn believe that folk
tales can have a uniform source, but they have different manifestations
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in each place, which means their different creative processes (Propp,
1989, p. 4). Based on the above-mentioned discussion, one can
categorize the themes in the tales of Sankhast as followed: In the tale
of "Eskandar of the World" the water of life is poured for juniper. This
tree is green throughout the year which is a symbol of eternity. In
Sankhast culture, pine has been prevalent for the last couple of years,
and before that, juniper was the only green tree for the people. In this
tale, respect to the old and experienced father is much appreciated.
Moreover, cooking herbal bread was common in the area. This is
because Sankhast region is desert like, and subterranean canal is
considered a method of combating drought. In this tale, the horse rider
is always a rich and higher status person. It is obvious that in
Sankhast, not everyone can have a horse as it is a poor area. The
houses in this area are all having walls and covered. This is because of
the religious beliefs, while in surrounding areas of Sankhast, most of
the houses did not have walls and gardens. In addition, fortune-telling
was not acceptable because it was linked to charlatanism. Having
religious atmosphere, this region considered Abolfazl, Imam Reza,
and Imam Ali as sacred people. They are sometimes used as a
character in some tales, while it is not common to do so in other tales.
The other example is related to "bearing a child", which is not even a
word in the Tati dialect off Sankhast. Therefore, "God-given" is used
instead. It is significant from the religious and pious aspects of the
language use in the region. Finally, the watermill used traditionally
next to the river in Sankhast is repeatedly mentioned.

Conclusion

Folktales are cultural background of a society. They are a subcategory
of folk culture. Studying the tales of the Iranian ethnic group can help
us realize how similar they are with other ethnic groups, indicating
their repeating worldviews and thoughts, though there are some
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differences as well. In the Tati tales of Sankhast, themes such as
respect, politeness and indirect speech are very common. For instance,
in married life, the tale teller does not orate the issues directly, but
actually expresses them ironically and indirectly. Using proverbs and
ironies such "The milk of the goat is for the child", "the fat of the
animal is not worthless", "coldness and God's decision", among others
are some of the expressions used in the region. The reader is
repeatedly encountering the desert as the setting of the story, and there
IS no mention of jungles. There is merely one example of mentioning
fish and sea. There are some indications of mountain which shows that
the tale tellers considered the geographic and environmental aspect of
the region. There are some references to the local places such as Saluk
mountain, Dehman, or Jajrom. In general, these tales show the
imaginary mind of the tale tellers, goods, evils, sympathy,
brotherhood, humanitarian, patience, forgiveness, proverbs, ironies,
vocabularies and dialects of the Tati people. In addition, the tale
tellers’ perspective regarding social morality, politics, government,
destiny, superstitions are manifested through parables.
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