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Study of the concept of salvation and liberating theology in transcendental cinema
(Case study of the works of Robert Bresson, Carl Dreyer and Frank Capra)

Abstract

Salvation and liberation theology are historically rooted in the customs, religious texts, and traditions
originating from the human community institutions. Liberation theory tries to introduce a spiritual
solution for saving the human from mental crises. Transcendental cinema tries to express spirituality to
present an objective image of the human’s effort for achieving mental salvation. This research aims to
answer the question “What is the concept of salvation and liberation theology in transcendental cinema
and how has the concept of salvation appeared in cinema?”. In terms of purpose, the research is an
applied one, and in terms of method, it is a descriptive-analytical study. Data collection was done by
the library method. The results show that the concept of salvation in cinema is closely bound to concepts
such as transcendence and greatness. Transcendence in cinema is an individual or collective effort to
get rid of the crises that have eliminated meaning from the subject’s life. In transcendental cinema, the
cineaste tries to propose a solution for saving the human from declination by inspiring ethical actions
that lead to the subject’s salvation from spiritual crises.

Keywords: salvation, liberation theology, transcendental genre, faith
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