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Abstract oS>

Administrative judges, who serve in state and
federal agencies, as opposed to a separate branch of
government, are an understudied, and occasionally
controversial, type of public administrator. Many
who find themselves in administrative courts protest
the agency judge’s lack of independence. According
to critics, because agency judges are members of
and often evaluated by the very agency with a vested
interest in the case, they are subject to political
influence and cannot possibly be an impartial
arbitrator. In the United States, various approaches
to addressing this concern have been employed. At
the federal level, Congress grants some
administrative judges statutory protections from
agency evaluation. Most states have utilized an
organizational independence approach by placing
administrative judges in separate agencies dedicated
to administrative adjudications. Via a national
survey returned by 250 agency judges, this study
compares perceptions of judicial independence and
decisional confidence. It finds that administrative
judges serving in independent agencies (known as
central panels) report higher levels of judicial
independence and more confidence their rulings will
not be overturned. The theoretical implications are
significant ~ for  public  administration and
administrative law scholars, especially those
concerned about the politicization of administrative
duties.

Keywords: administrative law, administrative
judges, politicization, immigration, social security.
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10- National Labor Relations Board

11- Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC)

12- Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
13- The Social Security Administration (SSA)
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14- Bellmon reviews
15- U.S. Senate Subcommittee on Oversight of Government Management
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20- Immigration judges (IJs)

21- Executive Office of Immigration Review (EOIR)
22- Department of Justice (DOJ)

23- Attorney General(AG)

24- National Association of Immigration Judges(NAIJ)
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29- ex parte communications
30- U.S Department of Homeland Security (DHS)
31- Office of Immigration Litigation (OIL)
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