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Feasibility of grant application on Historical Houses
based on Canter’s Positional Model (The Case Study
of Molasadra Historical House)

Javad Divandari* Ahmad Danaeinia** Maliheh Ansari***

Abstract

Position is a part of space whose identity is defined based on the features of on which
it is located and it is a space that is meaningful for a person or some people. David
Canter explained the relationship between human and space, and considers its extension
to the physical realm to be significant. The main axis of the place theory is a model that
represents the relationship between the constructive factors of each place and includes the
physical characteristics of the environment, activities, and meaning. The question raised
up here is how the grant application process and matching the human activities with the
architectural body are recognized and implemented by considering the specific features
and conditions of each set, and how the integrated whole can be made by creating a
convergence between the constituent components of a historical building? The main
purpose of this study is paying attention to the necessity of the revival of historical houses
as a place and the case study is Molasadra historical house in Kahak, Qom. The main
perspective of the authors of this article is a case study in which it is attempted to collect
the data by means of historical interpretive method to make a better understanding of
Molasadra house and its potential capabilities are based on the Canter’s position model
that necessitate the three elements of meaning, activity and body to identify a place and
define adaptive applicatory features with the meanings of historical building. In this
regard, a suitable application for the historical complex of Molasadra is under the title
of knowledge and philosophy school of thought, this applicatory does not make a new
meaning but adapts with the meaning of the building, and it includes the factors of body,
meaning, and activity according to the Canter’s position model.

Keywords: Feasibility, Applicatory granting, Molasadra house, Revival, Canter’s position
model.
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