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Background: One of the current challenges in the life of metropolises is the existence of visual pollution
caused by urban advertising along with other environmental pollution. It seems that with the growth
and expansion of cities, its scope is increasing. Today, urban advertising is one of the services required
by cities, and if it is not properly designed and arranged in urban space, it can affect the quality of
appearance and urban landscape and create a range of visual pollution in the urban landscape.
Objectives: The main purpose of this research is to reduce the visual pollution caused by urban
advertising from the urban landscape and also to rank the impact of physical components and indicators
of urban advertising in creating visual pollution in the urban landscape and to provide solutions to
reduce this pollution in Tehran.

Methodology: The research is based on quantitative survey method and questionnaire in the field of
physical indicators of urban advertising includes design indicators, location of urban advertising
structure and graphic design of advertising message. After validation and reliability of indicators and
items, 399 citizens of Tehran were conducted as a research sample and the results of the questionnaire
were analyzed in the structural equation model (SEM) and the effect of each of them on visual pollution
was ranked.

Results: The research findings show that the most important physical indicators of urban advertising in
the field of visual pollution are the location of the advertising structure, structural design and graphic
design of the advertising message, respectively. Also, the most important sub-indices of each of the
indicators are as follows: In the structure location index, the density of structures, non-alignment of
union boards, respectively, blocking of natural landscapes and legibility of urban signboards are the
most important factors in the index of structural design, shape, lighting system and structure height, and
in the graphic design index, the number of words, abbreviations and images of graphic design images.
Conclusion: The present study tries to focus on identifying and ranking the components affecting the
visual pollution of cities due to environmental advertising and it seems that different components and
variables are effective in this regard. Although it cannot be expected that all the items mentioned in this
study will be implemented in practice in an integrated manner, but it is possible to use the results of this
study to change the criteria related to this area.

Highlights:

Considering the impact of urban advertising on the quality of urban landscape and on the other hand the
lack of research in this field, this article tries to recognize the place and importance of urban advertising
in urban landscape planning and design.
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