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Abstract

Objective: As one of the pillars of economic growth and development of the country, Tourism has
high potentials in the field of economic benefits. In the meantime, souvenirs and the effective factors
have received a little attention in Kish Island. The main question in this research is “what factors can
determine the selection of souvenir products in Kish region?’ Therefore, in this research, the factors
affecting the selection of souvenir products in the Kish region and the consequences are identified.
Moreover, other questions regarding the factors affecting the selection of souvenir products in Kish
region and the consequences of identifying the factors affecting the selection of souvenir products in
Kish region need to be reviewed in order to answer the main research question.

Methodology: The present study is both applied and fundamental in terms of purpose. On the other
hand, the present study is regarded as a qualitative research because the researcher intends to propose
a model based on qualitative methods (grounded theory) about the factors affecting the purchase of
souvenirs among the tourists. The statistical population includes the managers and the experts in the
field of tourism, handicrafts, and marketing who have market experience as well as the academic
experts. In this study, twenty people were interviewed. The interviews were conducted in order to
collect datain the main part of the research and measure the research variables.

Findings: The results of the analysis of the data which were obtained from the interviews during the
open, axial, and selective coding processes, led to the development of a 6-item model regarding the
factors affecting the selection of souvenir products based on the grounded data theory. Such concepts



include: demographic characteristics of the tourists; tourists personality traits, appropriate attitude
towards local markets; creating a sense of value for friends among the tourists, the joyful value of
purchasing souvenirs, the functional value of purchasing souvenirs, originality of the product, product
attractiveness, market attractiveness, strengthening the tourists friendships; tourists economic
viability, the costs of buying souvenirs; indigenous and local links between the tourists and the tourist
destination, the attractiveness of the tourist destination for the tourists; the values of the souvenirs,
higher employment in the field of handicrafts and etc., keeping the trip memories alive; a lasting
reminder of the tour; improving word-of-mouth advertising among the tourists; attracting investment
in the field of souvenir production, and improving the business revenues.

Conclusion: The improvement of interactions with close friends was the main phenomenon which
was identified in the study on tourism reminiscence. The identified intervening factors included
economic conditions and personality traits of the tourists. In addition, tourists’ culture is considered as
the underlying context for this study. The main strategies include attractiveness and originality in the
market —which can ultimately lead to dynamic markets and attracting tourists.
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