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Abstract

Animal motifs are one of the most important and influential motifs that can be seen in the Iranian carpets from
long ago. These motifs incorporate ancient religious and mythological concepts, expressing the geographical and
natural position, place of human life and humans’ wishes and aspirations. Kailin is one of the animal motifs that
we do not have it in nature; however, it is of great importance in various areas of art, including Iran, China and
East Asia because of its immense use in the Safavid art. Across East Asia, Kailin is one of four noble animals that
comes with dragons, phoenix and turtles and is made up of dragon’s head, deer or cattle’s body and lion’s tail. The
numerous applications of this motif in Safavid carpets have prompted the writers not only to introduce the role
of Kailin and its implications but also to answer the question of what is the role of this motif in the carpets of this
period and what types and classifications can be offered. Also, to know and understand the meaning of this role in
Iranian art, it is necessary to pay attention to its symbolic meanings in Chinese art or to study different parts of this
composite animal and the way it is drawn so that we can understand the reason for its use.

This used a descriptive-analytical method and was based on gathering theoretical bases obtained from documen-
tary researches. Based on a review of all carpets in the sources, this role is used in 13 carpets that have a variety
of colors, forms and designs. In terms of form, it is depicted as a single or a fight with a lion, a dragon and a cow.
The most common presence is in the conflict with the lion. Kailin is a symbol of goodness in Iranian culture and
according to the conditions and position of the symbol and its meaning; it can be an alternative to the role of a cow
or a dragon in scenes of conflict with a lion.

Key words: Symbol, Safavid, Myth, Carpet, Kailin.
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