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The Role of Film Screening in New Methods of Teaching Literary Texts:
Teaching The Shahnameh

Mohammad kazem Nazari Ghare Chomagh!

Abstract

Educators’ combining the traditional teaching approach with the new audio-visual
teaching methods, apart from smoothing out the learning process, can meet the
hitherto less-considered objectives regarding its emotional aspects. The present
interdisciplinary research draws on disciplines of education, psychology, cinema
and literature. It is an applied research in its objectives and descriptive-survey
in methodology. The statistical population includes all the 11-grade students in
secondary schools in Torbat-e Jam from among whom 60 students were selected
based on cluster sampling. The data were collected through screening the puppet play
“The Legend of the Snake-Shouldered” (“Afsanehe-Mardoosh™) to teach the story
“Kaveh, the Justice Seeker” (“Kaveh-e Dadkhah”) in the literature textbook of the
11th grade and a researcher developed scale. The questionnaire was organized into
three categories: category A includes questions that assess learning in cognitive and
skill areas in teaching; category B questions are about the emotional, motivational,
and modeling areas and category C consists of questions that assess the audio-visual
possibilities of the film in enhancing learning. The data were analyzed through One
Sample t-Test. The results show that in cognitive and emotional areas, the screening
of the film has a high impact on students’ completion and stability of learning, their
interest in familiarity with The Shahnameh, their desire to build Iranian identity,
modeling the characters in The Shahnameh and patriotism. The screening has had its
highest impact on the students’ interest in using original Persian names and words
and the lowest impact on their interest in audio-visual effects.

Keywords: Behavioral Goals, Teaching, Film and Teaching Literature, Modeling
Theory, The Shahnameh and Cinema.
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