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Abstract

For Zizek, considering Hegel's philosophy as the culmination of absolute systematization
and idealism which ultimately dissolves the diversity of reality into absolute idea and
knowledge, is a cursory judgment of his philosophy. Zizek argues it is possible to remove
the stains of absolutistic perception from Hegel's thought by using Lacan. Accordingly,
Zizek’s reading of Hegel's subject, unlike his predecessor and contemporary thinkers,
takes place in the space of Lacanian concepts and the context of the real. In this respect,
the Hegelian subject is not a pre-predicative thing and it doesn’t have a priori coherence,
but it is always bounded by the conditions of the external occurrence. The existence of
the subject is the product of an abstract totalitarian negation that challenges the
authoritarian and totalitarian structure of the substantial order. Lacan's excuse for
rereading Hegel is not because Zizek assumes Hegel is trapped in a kind of semantic and
structural self-referential subjugation. Rather, he always identifies a kind of surplus in
Hegel's philosophy of spitit which can only be analyzed by using Lacanian psychoanalytic
concepts. Zizek takes Hegel's dialectic from the level of the logic of the signifier, in which
desire is recognized through the other and the subject is digested as the subject of a sign
in the symbolic order, to the level of Lacan's logic in which there is no big and perfect
other. It is always incomplete, batred, and not-all structured around a fundamental lack.
According to Zizek, there is the real in the subject which is not impossible, and a desire
does not fit in the framework of the production of fantasy, signifier and big other, and
this is exactly the point where the subject is formed.
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Zizek’s Reading of Hegel’s Subject

Zizek's Hegel is quite different from the versions of Hegel that usually circulate in
Western philosophy, and most of the orthodox "true believers," the avid readers of
the Owl of Minerva and the staunch defenders of the Hegelian legacy, would not want
to be seen in his company. Zizek believes that in Hegel's view, dialectics is not a kind
of conformity or attitude resulting from synthesis, but rather it is the implication that,
in his own words, absolute knowledge implies a subjective position which ultimately
accepts that "contradiction is an internal condition of any identity”. Every situation is
always a barred situation, this gap does not allow the final synthesis to compensate for
contradictions and conflicts. For Zizek, truth is always found in contradiction, not in
the clear erasure of differences. And this is the kind of dialectical thinking that he
argues Hegel's works are full of these contrasting combinations. This is the
contradictory and unconventional way in which Hegel interprets the phenomenology of
the spirit. Zizek does not consider the final consequence of Hegelian’s the negation of
negation to be the principle of identity and the emergence of absolute and totalitarian
subjects, but in his view, Hegel's subject becomes aware of the situation in which
someone intends to negate him.

Zizek’s Reading of Lacan’s Subject

Zizek has been greatly influenced by Lacan in his reading of the subject. The focal
point of Zizek’s works is precisely where the gaps and ambiguities of Hegel's
philosophy of spirit evoke Lacan psychoanalysis. As Zizek arrives at the dialectic of
antithesis and negation from the heart of German idealism, he constructs the logic of
the real from Lacan and his return to Freud, which is the basis for the revival of
subject theory and attention to political action. Zizek argues in the impossible
response to the question of the "big other", the subject resists interpellation and full
integration into the symbolic order. In this process, the inseparable core and the
fundamental surplus that is always more in the subject than the subject is revealed, a
surplus that does not allow complete integration and digestion in the symbolic order
and the other is great and is basically the builder of the subject and his identity.

Conclusion

Zizek has repeatedly acknowledged in his numerous works that he is aware of his non-
orthodox interpretation of Hegel. Zizek himself would certainly agree with that
statement, based on his firm belief that “the universal truth of a concrete situation can
be articulated only from a thoroughly partisan position. According to him, his goal is
to highlight the radical aspects of thought which have been neglected. There are
moments in which it is possible to remain faithful to a theory only in the form of
deviation. Therefore, the controversy over the misreading of Hegel and Lacan will
seem frivolous. In this regard, according to Zizek, the relationship between Hegel and
Lacan must be formed in a radical way from our perspective. So, Lacan is
fundamentally Hegelian, but without knowing it. Of course, his Hegelianism is not in



Zizek’s Hegelian-Lacanian Reading of the Subject
Philosophical Investigations Vol. 15/ Issue: 35/ Summer 2021/ PP. 248-267 @

his explicit references to Hegel - but precisely in the last state of his doctrine, in his

emphasis on the real and the lack of the other. The real is the only field in which the

contradictions and inconsistencies of the subject are active, and it is impossible to

present any complete interpretation of it.
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