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Apart from their historical importance, medals are an important symbol of arts for Iranian over the
last few centuries. The first important aspect of the medals is their long durability enabling them to
carry arts and cultural traditions from many centuries to the Qajar era. A study about these historical
artworks is essential due to their visual, decorative, symbolic and conceptual features, which can
be classified into two groups including the jewelry and coinage. The medals are important in
terms of their artistic style derived from the contemporary Iranian art. The production of medals
was prospered from Qajar dynasty that provided a proper condition to study the visual evolution
of properties of Iranian medals from the Qajar dynasty until now. A comparative study of medals
from Qajar, Pahlavi and the Islamic Republic can identify the similarities and differences among the
various cultures and arts of these periods in the history of Iran. One of the main goals of this study
is to investigate the procedure of visual changes in the medals of the honor to understand the depth
of Iranian artworks during the three mentioned periods. In this study, we address the following
question that “what visual evolution in the medals of honor has occurred from Qajar to Pahlavi and
carried to the Islamic Republic period? In addition, what are the visual similarities and differences
in Persian artworks during the recent eras?” In this work, an analytical and descriptive method
was developed through an extensive literature review as well as Persian museums samples. The
visual principles and rules which considered to create the apparent characteristics of medals were
used to analyze the artworks. The results of this study showed more uniform shape and decoration
for Qajar medals, which contained remarkable similarities in terms of their title. A special variety
in the engraving and decoration of Pahlavi medals was observed, including similar symbols with
that of the Islamic Republic. In the Islamic Republic era, diversity in the shape of the medals has
appeared in addition to the several engraving and decoration patterns. There are many differences
between the symbols of this period and the previous ones.

Key words: Medals of Honor, Qajar dynasty, Pahlavi, Islamic Republic.
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