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Abstract

The Surah of Tawhid is filled with deep philosophical and ontological contents,
which according to its argumentative category, the interpretations of Islamic
philosophers are strong-hold for understanding. The present study seeks to analyze
and critic the reasonings and points related to «nor was begotten» from Islamic
philosophers™ perspectives (focusing on the ontological interpretations of
Avicenna, Mulla Sadra, and Allameh Tabatabai). The research method is analytic-
descriptive. Throughout the research, symbols and tables have been used to
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logically rewrite the arguments. Based on the research findings, Avicenna's
reasoning [denial of God's birth, based on the incompatibility of God's Essence
with birth and the need for others] is not comprehensive; This reasoning by
considering other preliminaries can be revised and re-interpreted. Allameh
Tabatabai's reasoning [denial of God's birth, based on the incompatibility of God's
Eternity with birth and need], can be criticized because of the ramifying of Eternity.
New reasoning can be arranged by considering the combined critical reasoning of
Avicenna and Allameh Tabatabai. Mulla Sadra's first reasoning [denial of birth
based on the contradiction between precedence of existence and parental
precedence] can be criticized and corrected due to the unnecessary involvement of
the issue of "priority"”. Mulla Sadra's second reasoning [denial of birth due to the
implication of possibility] is favorable.

Keywords :The Surah of Tawhid, God, Avicenna, Mulla Sadra, Anthology.

Problem Statement

The Surah of Tawhid contains many novel philosophical points. The focus of the
present study is on the discussion of (AL & i.e. nor was begotten) an attachment of
the verse (s & 53 ¢ i.e. He begets not, nor was begotten). (Tawhid-3) Also, the
Axis of discussion is on the works of three great Islamic philosophers (hamely
Avicena, Mulla Sadra, and Allameh Tabatabai). Accordingly, the main question of
the research is: What is the ontological view of Avicenna, Mulla Sadra, and Allameh
Tabatabai about (& &) and how can it be analyzed and criticized?

To achieve this goal, more detailed questions can be posed; What reasonings have
been asserted over the works of Islamic philosophers (centered on the three
mentioned philosophers) to prove that God was "not born"? What are the strengths
and weaknesses of these reasons (as an independent or comparative study)?

Method
The research method is analytic-descriptive, and the data collection method is
library research and by referring to the above-mentioned Islamic philosophers
works.

Findings and Results

In this study, one reasoning from Sheikh Al-Rayees Ibn Sina, one reasoning from
Allameh Tabatabai, and two reasonings from Mulla Sadra about proving that God
was not born «-. 2b» were analyzed critically and comparatively.

1- Avicenna in his reasoning in the interpretation of The Surah of Tawhid, which
is published in the attachment of Avicenna's Rasa “eel (Avicenna, 1980, 318),
based absolute identity of God and tried to focus on the statement that "Birth takes
place from another" and explained that the incompatibility between "the need of
the others™ and "absolute identity of God" contradicts the possibility of God's birth.
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Critically, in the discussion of "birth" one can believe that God is born but born of
himself (not another's birth), in this case the corruption of need to others does not
happen. As a critique, Avicenna's reasoning can be modified and supplemented
according to the rule that "He who has nothing cannot give it to another."

2- Allameh Tabatabai's reasoning which is explained in honorable Al-Mizan's
exegesis (Tabatabai, 1996, vol. 20, p. 389), birth (which requires the need for a
parent) conflicts with God's Eternity and absolute independency. As a comparable
critique with Avicenna’s reasoning, the similarity of the two reasons is an emphasis
on necessity. The difference is that Allameh Tabataba'i focuses on "God's eternity"
[which is considered a kind of weakness] and Avicenna on "God's stand alone".
New reason extracted based on the commonalities, weaknesses, and strengths, and
with a critical-combined consideration of the reasonings of these two thinkers.

1- God (the necessary of existence), is needless.

The child needs her/his parent in creation (whether that preliminaries
parent is herself/himself or someone else.

.God (the necessary of existence), is not born Result

3- In his first reasoning, Mulla Sadra connects the issue of "birth" to "precedence"
and then by using the issue of "priority" as a bridge, he reaches the contradiction
between "birth" and " precedence of necessity"(Mulla Sadra, 1996, p. 435). In the
position of critique, priority (and precedence), represent a united truth; so there is no
need for a "priority" component in the reasoning. To prove the claim, it is enough to
rewrite Mulla Sadra's reasoning, simply in the presence of the first two preliminaries
(preliminariesl and 2).

4- In the second reasoning, Mulla Sadra considers birth to require possibility, that
this possibility conflicts with the necessary of existence (Mulla Sadra, 1996, p. 435).
This is good reasoning (because of its brevity and firmness). It is also more
compatible with the existential originality of transcendent wisdom and the essential
movement of existence, which always considers every non-obligatory being in
change and movement and mixed with possibility.

1-God is the necessary of existence( He is not
feasible and is generated from sb/sth )

.2-Every birth has become after it has not been
3-Any existing creature that has been, after it has

not been before, is being generated from and Preliminaries
feasible(non-obligatory)

3-Every birth is being generated from and Based on
.feasible(non-obligatory) 2&3

4-God is not begotten. Based on Result

1&4
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