


i Ol aallad 53— VF++ Obls 5l A o)l Fayss VY

Legal Civilization

vol.4, No.8, Spring & Summer 2021
Pages: 110-127 !
Article Type: Original Research ;

http:/Aww.pzhfars.ir/article_132448.html

10.22034/L.C.2021.132448

The Place of Sexual Crimes in
International Criminal Courts

Abbas Porhashemi
Faculty member and President of the Canadian Institute of
International Law (CIFILE), Toronto, Canada

Sahar CHoobin
Master of International Law, Faculty of Law, Shahid Beheshti
University, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding Author)

EE

S5 O
Vb Ol 5l A opla F oy s
VoA Sk

2 ele i g g
ol (6 A e 33 i Dbl oIS >

o9 ole
55,5 (CIFILE) 136" Jllo 5 gt cmnads s fo iy 5 sole Sl e

ahashemy@yahoo.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4107-2938 @ o=

Ry

ORGT
Ol O o g dgd oSl (g 0aSils (L o i bl kit

(J gta 0k 55)

saharr.choobin1397 @gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9368-0118@ e

20/80/T202:pa1da02YV - 2¢/90/T20C MIINSY - GT/S0/TZ0Z:PONIR0Y

Abstract

Sexual violence against women has a deep and
historical context; this violence stems from
thoughts about the plurality of women and their
reduction to the physical body. For decades,
people have abused the conflict of sexual
violence as a war tactic in order to intimidate,
terrorize, and control the civilian population
during domestic and _international armed
conflicts. Inadequate services for sexual assault,
survivors during war time formal disregard for
the harm inflicted on women and girls, and a
lack of commitment to prosecutin? sex
offenders have made this fact more complicated.
Despite the heinous nature of sexual crimes,
these behaviors were a common and
unavoidable consequence of hostilities, and
therefore perpetrators were not prosecuted.
Following the armed conflicts in the former
Yugoslavia and Rwanda and all kinds of sexual
violence a%alr]st women and girls during these
conflicts, the international community came up
with an innovative way to prosecute sex
offenders. Although since the early 1990s,
international criminal courts have ruled more
explicitly in these areas and prosecuted
criminals, unfortunately, there are still many
legal and administrative gaps in this matter. The
present study responded to how to prevent such
acts of violence and concluded the ICC Statute
is the first legal instrument to include crimes of
sexual violence against women; however, it’s

applicability and  implementation  faced
numerous ~legal and practical gaps and
challenges.

Keywords: International Court of Justice, War
Crimes, Sexual Crime, Violence against
Women, International Law of Armed Conflict.
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