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Reflection of Change of Sexual Roles in the 1990s Novel Writing

Maryam AmeliRezaei
Associate Professor, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies.

B Abstract

After Islamic revolution as a literary genre discussed since the 1980s, Novel and
novel writing have discussed the current social issues and challenges as the main
challenges of authors mainly with a social approach. The women's tendency of
novel writing has been considerably increased since 1990s. One of the most
important specifications of this literary type in the 1990s was to pay attention to
the women's problems and discuss their special sensitivities related to their own
conceptions in, for example, interpersonal and family communications. In their
novels, women authors moved far from the general and dominant discourse,
entered the personal and feminine problems into the novels and almost made an
uncertainty to the accepted sexual roles. The change of cliché sexual roles is seen
in some of men novels. Affective relationship of wife and husband, relationship
of parents and children, the mother's problems in mono-parent families, working
women, the change of women's view to the intra-family communications,
intergenerational challenges and challenge in traditional marriage (spouse-
selection) criteria are some examples of intention to involving the new subjects in
novels of the mentioned decade. It may be said that a pattern of traditional family
formalities was gradually challenged in novels of this decade, and considering the
needs of new generation and difference of their view and previous generation,
and fields of change in traditional roles are reflected in their novels.

B Keywords: Novel of the 1990s, Sexual Roles, Affective Relationship,
Generational Relationship, Spouse-Selection (Marriage) Criteria.
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