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Extended Abstract

The present study compares the concept of interpretation and interpretivism from the point of view of
Hakim Naser Khosrow Ghobadiani (391-484 AH) and Allameh Tabatabai (1281-1381 AH) in the two books
of Vajhe Din and Al-Mizan fi Tafsir al-Quran using a descriptive-analytical method. Naser Khosrow, as an
Ismaili authority and theologian, is influenced by the Ismailis in his thoughts and ideas and has translated
and explained the teachings of the Holy Qur'an, Sunnah, and other thoughts in the form of Ismaili views. He
considers the Holy Qur'an to have an appearance and depth and believes that one who does not know the
interpretation of the Holy Qur'an and the Shari'a will go astray. Naser Khosrow considers interpretation not
only in similar verses but in all verses of the Holy Qur'an and even interprets the verses of the rulings, which
are about the Shari'a and the divine rules and limits, contrary to the appearance of the verses. He has
exaggerated in his interpretation and has unjustly used the incorrect interpretation in the verses of Al-
Ahkam in the book Vajhe Din. He presents the depth as more honorable than the appearance and considers
the book and the Shari‘a worthless without interpretation.

Explaining the importance of interpretation and the search for hidden meanings in his works, Naser
Khosrow considers human grace and honor over other beings in knowing the ‘meaning covered by the
appearance of things’- which is the same as interpretation. On the other hand, Allameh Tabatabai, who is a
Shiite commentator of the Twelve Imams (AS), considers the interpretation to be correct based on the Holy
Qur'an and Sunnah and believes that a correct interpretation does not contradict the appearance of the
Verses.

His interpretations are consistent with the meanings of the Holy Qur'an. He has never interpreted a verse
contrary to its appearance. He argues for religious appearances and considers the method of correct
interpretation to be the interpretation from the Holy Qur'an to the Holy Qur'an, which is the method of the
Imams (AS). Allamah in Al-Mizan also considers interpretation in the whole of the Holy Qur'an. Despite this
belief, he did not interpret the verses of Al-Ahkam (which are about 500 verses) at all in Al-Mizan and
considers the place of discussion in the book of jurisprudence and not interpretation. According to Allameh,
the interpretation is praiseworthy and permissible without any problems. He does not like and does not use
the interpretation that is contrary to the appearance of the verses. But Naser Khosrow's Vajhe Din is full of
misinterpretations and oppositions to the appearance because he sacrifices the appearance to the inside and
considers only the inside. His interpretations are outside the rules of a correct interpretation since they are
contrary to the appearance, which is not following Allameh's opinion.
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