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Abstract

Question of truth and its role in Epistemology is a challenging topic in philosophical
thinking. Most of philosophers and researcher accept the meaning of truth as
conformity with reality and say that it is related to judgments; as the way that
whenever our judgment conforms to their real and material objects, they are true.
However, Descartes' idea is somehow different. He believes that the truth is based
on two Property, namely Clarity and distinctness and is related to Ideas and
Judgment. In this article, we want to say that the truth is consequently achieved
epistemological meditations and clear and distinct perceptions. So, Truth in
philosophy of Descartes is internal, not external. That is, truth is realized within the
epistemological process and after attaining conditions such as having a clear and
distinct knowledge.
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Introduction

Defining truth and how to achieve it from ancient Greece to modern times is one of
the most basic components of knowledge. Many philosophers and thinkers have long
tried to address this issue and define its meaning and criteria. From the beginning of
the history of philosophy, until before Descartes, the external world has always been
the main problem of human beings. In fact, the mind was trying to know the real
world, and in this regard, some philosophers believed in man achieving a complete
knowledge of things and others believed in knowing aspects of the real world. In
short, all the philosophers of the middle Ages in that period agreed on the originality
of the object and, first and foremost, on its essence, and it was assumed that the
subject was supposed to belong to everything that really exists. This theory was valid
until the seventeenth century, but, in the seventeenth century, with the advent of
Descartes, the problem of subjectivism underwent a profound semantic change. The
basis of Descartes' definition of truth was based on a fundamental shift in his view of
the human question, which we must first consider. In the sense that the first issue is
no the issue of the existence of things and the real world, that is, we humans no longer
deal with the category of existence, and basically our priority is no longer the existence
of the real and external world. We talk about it in details in the article.

In the following text, after a brief review of Descartes' epistemology, we try to
explain the issue of truth and falsity in his view. He believes that knowledge is the
same as cognition, belief or belief based on strong reasoning, so that it cannot be
questioned by any reasoning (At 3: 65, CSMK 147). In fact, he considered knowledge
and belief to be of the same type, with the difference that in knowledge, there are
stronger and unquestionable arguments and evidences that do not impair epistemic
belief; In fact, according to Newman, the attainment of knowledge by Descartes
means the attainment of a belief that has "absolute certainty" (Newman, 2016: 1-2).

Basically, Descartes was looking for certainty and in order to find it, he questioned all
the beliefs of his predecessors. Descartes, by adopting a skeptical-grammatical
approach, considers all teachings or beliefs that are not entirely certain, or in other
words, have little doubt, to be false and suspended (AT 7: 18). In the sense that - by
reason - it accepts doubt in beliefs and views, not in behaviors. In other words,
everything that has been questioned is discarded for certainty.

Unlike his earlier philosophers, who established the realm of truth and falsity only
in the realm of precepts, Descartes believed that truth and falsity could extend from
the realm of affirmation to the realm of ideas. In other words, truth and falsity are, in
the true sense of the wotld, the same formal truth and falsity that are seen only in the
realm of affirmations and judgments; however, they can also occur in ideas, which are
considered to be material ideas. Since Descartes's truth and falsity are limited to the
affirmation of ideas in me, it must be ruled that such ideas in my mind are similar to,
ot belong to, or in accordance with, therefore - in the absence of such conformity -
ideas. As materials, they can provide the material for error in judgments and lead us
to error (AT 7: 231, CSM 2: 162). Ideas will be false when they present the existing as

extinct and misrepresent their attributes. It seems that Descartes' different statements
about truth and falsity in his Meditations and Objections and Replies were not only separate,
but complementary to each other and did not contradict each other. In short, for
Descartes, a false idea is an idea that a): does not represent any object, or b): represents
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an object in place of another object, or ¢): fails to represent an object, or d): causes
the object to exist. Does not represent with objective reality and correctly or does not
represent it incompletely; or they are created out of a feeling of desire and feeling. In
addition to all the above conditions, a material idea is a false one when it is attributed
to a real object in the external world and represents it, not to an objective in intellect.
In other words, this idea represents an object of its own with an objective reality for
the mind. In short, the same material false notions can also provide material for the
judgments as matter, in such a way as to lead us to the acknowledgment of judgments,
so that intellect perceived them without clarity and distinctness, and provide the
ground for formal error(AT 7: 231, CSM 2: 162). In other words, a formal error occurs
when the will interacts with the intellect incorrectly and is outside the realm of its clear
and distinct perceptions, in which case an error has occurred and improper use of the
will has led to an error(AT 7: 60; CSM 2: 41). In other words, Descartes sees error as
"an abuse of the will and limited to perceptions which intellect has not, with sufficient
clarity and distinctness, not perceived, no more" (AT 7: 62; CSM 2: 43).
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