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Strategies for the Development of Geotourism (Case Study: Qeshm Salt Cave)
Mohammad Mohabbati; M.A. of Geography and Urban Planning, Rasht Branch, Islamic Azad
University, Rasht, Iran
Hossein Rusta; M.A. of Geography and Ecotourism, University of Hormozgan, Iran
Reza Vaisi; PhD Student in Geography and Urban Planning, University of Kharazmi, Tehran, Iran
Sajjad Ahmadi; PhD Student in Geography and Urban Planning, University of Kharazmi, Tehran, Iran

Abstract: Qeshm Island in Iran can be considered a gateway for geotourism. The largest island in the
Persian Gulf, due to its unique geological and biodiversity phenomenon, has a great potential for becoming a
major hub for ecotourism and geotourism in the Persian Gulf basin. One of these unique geological
phenomena is the longest salt cave of the world located in the Namakdan salt dome with the length of 6580
meters. But despite its great potentials and capabilities in the field of geotourism development, it has not
been able to reach its real status yet. Therefore, this question arises: what are the potentials and limitations of
developing geotourism in this region? Also, what strategies are required for developing this kind of tourism
and national and regional development resulted from it? The present study, considering this aim, was of
applied kind and regarding the methodology is the analytical, descriptive and survey study. The population
of the present study was the residents of Qeshm Island and tourists and tourism experts in this island. To
analyze the data and identify the strategies of the region’s geotourism development, the SWOT model was
used. The findings show that the region under the study with 20 advantages and the weight score 3.733, 21
opportunities with the weight score 3.960 versus 16 weak points with the weight score 3.768, and 14 threats
with the weight score 3.535 has great potentials for developing geotourism in the Persian Gulf. However, the
existing weaknesses and threats hinder the realization of these potentials and capabilities. Therefore,
appropriate policies and integrated management are suggested for expanding geotourism of the Qeshm salt
cave by using the existing strengths.

Key Words: Geotourism, Qeshm salt cave, Strategy, SWOT.
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