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The Mystical and Romantic Interpretations of the Polo (Chogan) and the Polo
Ball (Gooy) in Persian Poems

Shirzad Markavi, Masoumeh, MA - Ancient Languages & Cultures, AllamehTabatabai University,
Tehran, Iran, masumeshirzad@yahoo.com
Moladoost, Kiyumars, MA, Islamic Azad University, Research Branch, Tehran, Iran

Abstract: This research aims to study the mystical and romantic interpretations of the polo and the polo ball
terms in Persian poems. In different periods of Persian language and literature, poets have used various
interpretations to express their concepts and intents, and they occasionally have benefited from common
interpretations and idioms of their era to restate such concepts. Poets have sometimes expressed their personal
feelings and emotions in romantic and mystical themes with " Polo" and " Polo ball" terms. The present study
is the descriptive type with the historical method, which has been done with an analytical approach. Our
findings indicated that, Persian poems are filled with "Polo" and "Polo ball" terms, used to describe the hair
length, chin, face, and moles of the beloved, as well as the description of the submission and humbleness of
the lover to the beloved in romantic themes. They also have been used to express submission, and as an allegory
for ignoring worldly longings and arrogance in mystical themes. The expression of "Polo" and "Polo ball"
terms in the lyric poetry and abundant use of these words in Persian literature indicate the popularity of this
game in different periods of the Persia history and the poets’ familiarity with the Polo sport might be due to
the prevalence of this game in Iran.

Keywords: Literature, Mystical, Polo, Romantic, Gooy.
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