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The environment appearance as part of the rural landscape defining the functional personality of the
spaces plays an effective role in people's visual perception of the rural environment. Just as in the pro-
cess of landscape formation, the interior environment of human life must have the necessary quality; its
external environment must also have the necessary visual criteria. The present research employs a mixed
(quantitative-qualitative) method which is fundamental in terms of goal, exploratory in terms of nature,
and a descriptive survey in terms of data collection. The population under study consisted of 21 experts
in the field of architecture, urbanization, and rural planning, interviewed using a questionnaire resulted
from document content analysis and Delphi survey non-randomly targeted. The extraction indices of the
third round of the Delphi were analyzed using SPSS software and through Q Factor Analysis and calculat-
ing the weight mean and standard deviation. The results showed that the four dominant subjective

Key words: patterns for the experts in order of priority include: landscape beauty, readability, clarity, and reading
Visual Perception, environment, and the highest percentage of explained variance is related to the landscape beauty fac-
Village Landscape, tor with 35.556%, indicating the importance and priority of this factor. Among the indicators proposed
Environment Ap- : in these subjective patterns, sign (7.619), landscape (7.476) and form (7.381) also had respectively the
pearance, Rural, Q highest weight mean and the highest impact from the point of view of the community of experts on
Factor Analysis ©  people's visual perception of the image of the village environment.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction . L :
form and shape, but it is also visible in how space, size,

he architecture of the village is such and geometry are combined. Finding an answer for ev-

that it easily adapts itself to environmen- eryday needs at all levels and stages, from providing ma-

tal conditions. Flexibility is not only in terials and preparing them to designing and constructing
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buildings, all represent the high ratio of creativity of the
villagers in the field of beautiful rural architecture. The
reason the rural appearance is devoid of quality and does
not induce relaxation and the exploitation of the space is
the lack of attention of rural planners and managers who
have not prepared a comprehensive plan for it yet, and
also by the irregular expansion of many villages and the
increasing population, this important point has been less
and less considered, and this has caused visual distur-
bance and rural disorder. In this respect, the necessity of
proper organizing of the environment, especially the im-
age of the village, becomes more evident.

2. Methodology

This research has a mixed (quantitative-qualitative)
method which is fundamental in terms of goal, explor-
atory in terms of nature, and a descriptive-survey in terms
of data collection. The population under study is the ex-
perts in the field of architecture, urbanization, and rural
planning, who were questioned using a questionnaire re-
sulted from document content analysis and Delphi survey
as non-randomly targeted and through Q factor analysis
and calculating weight mean and standard deviation, each
one of the extraction indices of the third round of Delphi
was analyzed using the SPSS software.

3. Results

Results of Q factor analysis performed on data extracted
from the Delphi third-round questionnaire have shown
that from a total of 21 individuals, 6 factors have been
identified. The cumulative percentage of these 6 factors
is 73.421%, and among these factors, the interpretation
of the given matrix shows that four factors are definable.
The first to fourth factors (subjective patterns), which are
the largest and most comprehensible factors, include the
meanings of landscape beauty, readability, clarity, and
reading environment.

The sum of the scores and the mean data of Delphi
Third-Round Questionnaire have shown that among the
mentioned indicators in these four factors, the indicators
of the sign with a weight mean of (7.619) and the stan-
dard deviation of (1.627), landscape index with a weight
mean of (7.476) and the standard deviation of (1.401) and
the index of form with a weight mean of (7.381) and the
standard deviation of (0.499) have been recognized by the
experts as important. In the last row of importance, re-
spectively, the indices of the node with a weight mean of
(2.905) and the standard deviation of (2.773), the exten-
sions index with a weight mean of (3.810) and the stan-
dard deviation of (2.228) and the complexity and conflict
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index with a weight mean of (4.048) and the standard
deviation of (2.037) are located in the last row of impor-
tance.

4. Discussion

According to what was obtained from the Q Factor Anal-
ysis of the experts' questionnaire, four subjective patterns
were respectively specified; among them are landscape
beauty, reading environment, clarity, and spatial structure,
and the landscape beauty as the greatest subjective pattern
influences people's visual perception. Experts consider
landscape beauty as the result of a particular combination
of physical phenomena and features including skyline,
sign, node, landscape, form, density, details, decorations,
and geometry. These criteria show that experts believe
that in visual perception of the appearance of a village,
those images that are clear and easily understandable are
more attractive and more desirable than a state in which
a kind of disorder governs or has been formed suddenly
and incidentally.

5. Conclusion

As mentioned earlier, among the indicators categorized
in the identified subjective patterns, the index of sign has
the highest importance coefficient and effectiveness on
people's visual perception of the appearance of the vil-
lage. Therefore, in rural environments, identifying the
sign requires that rural elements evoke a common mean-
ing in the minds of the majority of the residents of that
village. Any element that has the highest number of rep-
etition in the perceptual maps may have a more social as-
pect than the other elements. Each one of these elements
is converted to a sign provided that it has both the highest
readability limit in terms of form and is also positioned
in a spatial organization in terms of location so that the
morphological and natural features of that environment
are homogeneous and coherent and it has a desirable
landscape.
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