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Abstract

In the Hume period and beyond, through some of his views The Idea has been formed in
the minds of some scholars that "the explanation of the way in which ideas or concepts
originate is a way or the only way to secure their reality and epistemological validity" That is
to say "if we cannot explain how a concept or idea originates, it will lack epistemological
validity". By adopting this Idea, the fate of very important issues such as the possibility of
Science and Metaphysics is tied to the discussion of the "origin of ideas" and thus this
debate has found an extraordinary importance. The trace of this Idea is also, more or less,
visible in the Contemporary Islamic philosophy. In this article I challenged this Idea and
tried, with establishing some arguments, to show that; the epistemological validity of a
concept lies, above all, in the very concept itself and is revealed in its comparison with
reality and thus, explaining how concepts originate is not, firstly the only way and secondly
the best and the shortest way to attain their epistemological validity, and yet has
considerable difficulties within itself. If this claim is true, then it will have very important
consequences, Including: 1) Tying the fate of Science and Metaphysics to the discussion of
the origin of ideas is wrong and is an epistemological-historical mistake. And so 2) the
discussion of the origin of the ideas has no epistemological utility and necessity as some had
attributed to it.

Keywords: The Origin of Ideas and Concepts, Epistemology, Hume, New Age of
Western Philosophy, Contemporary Islamic Philosophy, Utility and Necessity
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1) Introduction

Although the discussion of the "origin of ideas and concepts" in the eatlier periods of the
history of philosophy has been more or less raised, it is especially in the new age of western
philosophy that this debate is gradually gaining a special status and placed in the focus of
philosophical discussions. The culmination of this importance lies in the emergence of an
Idea rooted in some of Hume's particular views. This Idea, which I have called the "Idea of
Conjunction" (the conjunction between "explaining the origin of an idea" and "the
epistemological validity of that idea"), expresses that "if we cannot explain how an idea or
concept originates, that idea or concept would be fictitious or invalid." with the formation
of this Idea, the fate of very important issues such as reality and epistemological validity of
the basic concepts of science and philosophy and, consequently, the possibility of Science
and Metaphysics are tied to the discussion of the "origin of ideas and concepts" and thus
this debate has found a special and unique importance and necessity.

This Idea, following the familiarity of contemporary Muslim philosophers with the views
and ideas of Hume and some other Western philosophers of new age, seems to have
penetrated into contemporary Islamic philosophy and can be seen especially and obviously
in some contemporary Iranian thinkers. In this article, I challenged this Idea and tried, by
analyzing the meaning of this Idea and making arguments against it, to show that; Ensuring
the reality and epistemological validity of an idea or concept lies more than anything else in
the very idea or concept itself and is manifested in its adaptation to reality, and therefore the
explanation of how ideas and concepts originated is not, firstly the only way, and secondly
the foremost and shortest way to achieve their epistemological validity, and at the same time
it has significant difficulties in its inside.

2) The root of ""ldea of Conjunction™ in some of Hume's particular views

After dividing Perceptions into two types of "Impressions” and "Ideas", and considering the
meaning it gives to them, Hume argues that any idea (except for a particular case that he
himself has explained) ultimately must be the result of an impression or it must end in an
impression. He concludes on this basis; if the assumed ideas ultimately not met with an
impression, they are in fact fictitious or invalid. (See: Hume, 2007: 15) Hume's claim
implicitly implies or, admittedly, this meaning is inferred from it that "if we cannot explain
the origin of an idea or concept, that idea or concept would be fictitious or invalid." (The
Idea of Conjunction) This recent inference and conclusion, seems to be the same that was
found and proposed in the Hume period and beyond for some philosophers and thinkers.

3) Analysis of the meaning of the **Idea of Conjunction*

The Idea of Conjunction actually means the connection between "explaining the otigin of
ideas and concepts" and "the epistemological validity of those ideas and concepts." But this
connection can be considered one-sided or two-sided. If we consider this connection to be
one-sided, the meaning and content of The Idea will simply be that "if we explain the origin
of a concept, then that concept will have epistemological validity." But if we consider this
connection to be two-sided, the meaning and content of The Idea will be that "if we explain
the origin of a concept, then that concept will have epistemological validity; and yet, if we
do not or cannot explain how a concept originated, then that concept will lack
epistemological validity". I have called the first meaning the minimum meaning and the
second meaning the maximum meaning of The Idea.

4) The Critique of the ""Idea of Conjunction™

As a critique of The Idea, I first criticized Hume's view and doctrine, which was the basis
for the formation of this Idea; then I have examined and criticized this Idea in both its
meaning and concept.
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a. Critique of Hume's doctrine:

Hume's view that "if the supposed idea does not end, directly or indirectly, in an
impression, then it is fictitious and invalid" is quite correct within Hume's sense of "idea".
Because, according to Hume's definition, the "idea" is essentially of a kind of impression; so
the assumption of an idea that does not end in an impression is, in fact, the assumption that
it is not an "idea" at all. But if we make the same claim about "idea" in its general sense, not
only can the doctrine not be considered directly true, but we have also made a great fallacy.
In fact, that claim on the "idea" in its general and conventional sense in the tradition of
philosophy is an unreasonable claim that there seems to be not even a single argument in
Hume's works.

b. Critique of the maximum meaning of the Idea of Conjunction:

It seems that the mainstay of the maximum meaning of the Idea of Conjunction is the
argument that 1) if we do not know how a concept originated, then it is a fake (unrealistic)
concept, and 2) if it is a fake concept, it will not have epistemological validity; Therefore, if
we do not know how a concept originated, then that concept will lack epistemological
validity. In the text of the article, I first criticized this argumentative support, then had made
three arguments against this meaning of the Idea of Conjunction.

c. Critique of the minimum meaning of the Idea of Conjunction:

The minimum meaning of the idea of Conjunction has no inconsistency in itself and if
we can really find out how a concept originated of reality, then this explanation itself will
provide and guarantee the epistemological validity of that concept. But the important point
is that it seems that explaining how a concept truly originated has difficulties at its inside
that make it difficult to achieve. In the text of the atticle, I have mentioned three of these
difficulties.

5) Conclusion

In this article, I have tried to show the inaccuracy of the Idea of Conjunction by analyzing
the meaning and content of the Idea and making arguments against it. If these arguments
are valid, the following very important conclusions can be drawn from them:

1) The possibility of Science or Metaphysics has nothing to do with the discussion of the
origin of ideas and concepts and the explanation of how they originated, but having
meaningful ideas (with a specific meaning and content) of Science and Philosophy is
sufficient to establish, and automatically establishes, the Possibility of scientific or
metaphysical knowledge and therefore;

2) The discussion of the origin of ideas and concepts and to explain how they originated
does not have the epistemological usefulness and necessity that some philosophers had
attributed to it.
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