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The Study of Qadi Sa‘id Qummi 's Viewpoint About the Primacy
of Quiddity and the Resolution for Some Related Contradictions

Dr. Mohammad Mostafaee
Member of the Ministry of Science, Research and Technology

Abstract

One of the issues raised in Islamic philosophy is the primacy of existence or the
primacy of quiddity. Qadi Sa‘ld Qummi is one of the proponents of the originality of
quiddity for which he has argued. On the other hand, there are many expressions in
his works that indicate the primacy of existence. Some have considered such
statements contradictory because he has had various teachers with different
backgrounds. But the reason must be sought somewhere else: first, the superiority of
the Qadi's mystical power over his philosophical power which implies his inability to
interpret mysticai findings; second, the graded nature of his words, which necessitates
that we should not consider a word of him regardless of the totality of his works. In
other words, interpreting the originality of quiddity as the true unity of existence and
the fact that by the originality of quiddity he meant to emphasize the unity of
existence not a trivial meaning of the primacy of quiddity, and also the existence of
lexical conflicts in the dispute over the primacy of existence or quiddity and that it is

only a difference in wording.

Kew Words: Qadi Said Qummi, Primacy of Existence, Primacy of Quiddity,

Monism, Monotheism
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