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The Dilemma of the Role of Religious and Customary-
rational Policy in Social Rules of Islam from Ibn
Khaldun's Point of View

Rasul Jafarian®
Roholah Tohidinia?

Abstract: 1bn Khaldun is an important expert in the field of religion, politics and
society. With full knowledge of the history of Muslim states, he answers a question
that has challenged social thought of Muslims throughout history: to what extent are
social laws rooted in religious order or customary-rational interests? The present
paper tries to answer this question: what is the relationship between religious and
customary teachings, and what is the mechanism of issuing Islamic social rulings?
This research claims that customary-rationality policy plays a significant role in the
formation of Islamic social laws. Studies show that according to Ibn Khaldun, it is
impossible to issue an independent social ruling based on the Sharia system. He
proves that the customary-rational system is also ineffective without use of Sharia
and, of course, causes the emergence of a kind of monarchy. Therefore, it can be
said that customary laws and beliefs have a significant and inevitable role in
effective policies of Sharia. This is due to the fact that it provides the worldly and
otherworldly interests of the society.

Keywords: Ibn Khaldun, intellectual and religious policies, customary and religious
system, social rules of Islam.
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