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Abstract

During turbulent socio-political situations after the Mongol invasion and especially after the
decline of the llkhanates (1256-1335 AD), the conditions were paved for a group of Pahlavanan
(= Heroes) to act and play a role in some parts of Iran and the domains of local rules. Linked to
the era of the Mongol llkhans, Pahlavanan acted out various roles during Ale-Muzaffars period.
The present study examined the political and military role of Pahlavanan during the rule of Ale-
Muzaffars (1314-1393 AD), who themselves were in close ties and connections with the
Pahlavani traditions. Some of Pahlavanan were powerful military commanders who played a
role in the external and internal events of Ale-Muzaffars. Holding the position of a military
commander for a long time, some of them came to power in some provinces, and lastly, some
gained so much power that claimed to rule and confront Ale-Muzaffars. Such disobediences
indicated the structural weaknesses of Ale-Muzaffars on the one hand and showed that
Pahlavanan, under the influence of the prevailing atmosphere of the society during the 8"
century AH, inclined towards behaviours such as rebellion against rulers, hypocrisy, betrayal,
and deception. Along with other groups, some of Pahlavanan played grounding roles in
ensuring the political and economic security of the Ale-Muzaffars rule.

1. Introduction

During varied historical periods and owing to characteristics such as courage,
dauntlessness, physical prowess, supreme power, mastery of warfare, and military
confrontation, Pahlavanan in some territories were considered by kings and rulers as those
who sought military power to strengthen their rule and overcome their internal and external
challenges. Additionally, because of moral codes known as ‘Pahlavani morals’, Pahlavanan
were popular among people and they were expected not to be indifferent to the current
conditions of their society. Since ancient times, Iran has been famous for having brave and
famous Pahlavanan (heroes) who as headsmen were able to establish and seize rule and
crown. Besides, in the numerous political ups and downs of Iranian history, and in facing
local or regional political, economic and social turmoil as well as any chaotic condition,
insecurity, oppression, injustice, people Pahlavanan not to be indifferent and take action to
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reduce the peripheral sufferings and improve the situations. During the mentioned historical
period, the conditions were facilitated for Pahlavanan to play political, military, and social
roles. Ale-Muzaffars with their Pahlavani roots, during their ruling span, in addition to foreign
challenges such as war with neighbors to defend or expand their territories, wrestled with
various internal problems including nationalism and rebellion of some commanders, rulers,
and power claimants. During the reign of Ale-Muzaffars, many Pahlavanan raised within
different castes and played a role in the political and military domains. The present study was
set out to examine the political and military roles and functions of Pahlavanan during Ale-
Muzaffars as well as the quality of their role in foreign and domestic events and analysed their
influence on military and political conditions of the mentioned era.

2. Materials & Methods
Generally, using the descriptive-analytical research method and based on the main sources,
this paper aimed to study Pahlavanan in the 8" century AH.

3. Discussion of Results & Conclusions

The presence and military-political role of Pahlavanan as an important social group during
the ruling span of Ale-Muzaffars were under the influence of ties between the ruling family,
Pahlavani traditions, and the socio-political conditions of that time. Although some of Ale-
Muzaffars rulers were valiant warriors and swordsmen, they relied on the support of some
Pahlavanan in governing matters. Pahlavanan, because of their physical features and military
potency, were assigned in positions such as the commander of the corps. Since the ruling span
of Ale-Muzaffars was thoroughly full of foreign wars, the necessity of Pahlavanan presence for
accompanying Ale-Muzaffars and playing a Pahlavani role in wars was an emergent and vital
ISSue.

Being assigned as the rulers of different districts was another focal role that Pahlavanan
acted out during the mentioned era. Although some Ale-Muzaffars primarily chose the princes
as the provincial rulers, in some cases and for probable reasons such as having the trust or the
need for courage and military prowess, they assigned some of Pahlavanan as provincial rulers.
Most of the provincial ruling Pahlavanan appeared as loyal servants of Ale-Muzaffars and
despite regality, exchequer and relative independence remained allegiant and supported Ale-
Muzaffars in their warpaths. However, some of these Pahlavanan, under the influence of the
unsettled political and social conditions of that time, revolted against Ale-Muzaffars king. By
committing wrongdoings such as betrayal, the seduction of women, participation in coups
against the rulers, evil, looting, murdering, and abjuration, some of the mentioned ruling
Pahlavanan indicated the severity of the decline of Pahlavani culture and characteristics.
Additionally, influenced by the circumstances of that time, a vast range of focal moral,
religious, cultural, and social values of the Pahlavani culture including courage, chastity,
decency, modesty, piety, fairness, justice, generosity, bountifulness, self-sacrifice,
commitment, advocacy of justice, and faithfulness were pushed aside. Despite this, the ruling
of Pahlavanan during the 8" century AH is a significant transformation in Iranian history.

Another politically and socially important role assigned to Pahlavanan in the era of Ale-
Muzaffars was to play an independent or participatory role in establishing security in the
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