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Cultural Policy and Human Rights of Afghan Refugees in Iran
Shahla Bagheri *, Mansoureh Afghahi **

Abstract

The adoption of cultural policies in the face of foreign immigrants is, first of all, the
image that policymakers present of "insiders" and "outsiders”. The human rights
policy for these immigrants is based on the same perception of insiders and outsiders.
Following the occupation of Afghanistan by the former Soviet Union and the
subsequent civil war in the country, how to deal with the crisis of Afghan migration
to Iran has been repeatedly considered in the country's policy institutions over the past
four decades. The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has declared Iran's
interaction with Afghan refugees during this period as a successful example of hosting
a large refugee population. The present study, as a "policy analysis”, aims to examine
the cultural policies guaranteeing the human rights of Afghan immigrants in Iran. by
adopting the method of Laclau and Mouffe discourse analysis, we examined the
official discussions of the Islamic Consultative Assembly, Imam Khomeini's phrases
and some officials about Afghan immigrants. According to the obtained results, the
macro-cultural policy of the country has been mainly Islamic cosmopolitan and far
from the components of nationalism; Therefore, Afghan immigrants have been
welcomed as Muslim brothers. Only at times when the discourses of
developmentalism and liberal globalism have had relative power, some nationalist
demands placed some restrictions on these immigrants.

Keywords: Afghan Immigrants, Cultural Policy, Human Rights, Globalism,
Nationalism, Policy Analysis, Discourse Analysis.
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