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Abstract

This paper in the context of Mulla Sadra’s Philosophy studies this issue from
his point of view that what effects the theory of “Super-Incorporeality
Existence of the Soul” have on individual lifestyle. It is obvious that
individual lifestyle has very close relationship with the kind of person’s
thinking and attitude to the world. In other words, the type of attitude and
perspectivie taken by an individual, determines his/her life style. An atheist
has different worldview and lifestyle from a theist. According to Mulla Sadra,
individuals’ attitudes are different based on their existential expansion. What
i1s meant by the “super-incorporeality reality of the soul” is that human soul
which is an non-material existent in his evolutionary path after separation
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from his material body and becoming an absolute abstract existent can go
beyond of this level and reach to the super-abstract existential status and
separate even from his quiddity and become a pure being. In this level, human
soul becomes united with God which is the super abstract Being. By
analyzing Mulla Sadra's views and emphasizing on his substantial movement
principle, we inferred some of the effects of this super-abstract attitude to
human soul on individual lifestyle which are existential monism, non-
materialistic attitude to the life, internal peace, change in worship way, and
happiness in light of existential expansion. This article, with a descriptive and
analytical method, seeks the influence of the super-abstract attitude toward
the human soul on individual life style.

Keywords: Mulla Sadra, Super-Incorporeality, Soul, Lifestyle.

Problem statement

This article examines the influence of Mulla Sadra's Super-Incorporeality
view towards the Soul on human lifestyle. It is clear that the individual’s
lifestyle is closely related to his or her thinking and attitude. A person who
has an atheistic attitude to the world will have a different style and the way of
life than a man who has a theistic view. For Mulla Sadra, people's attitudes
are different depending on their existence. He does not regard the human soul
as limited in its process of evolution, and believes that the self can determine
its essential order by self-improvement.

Utilizing descriptive-analytical method, this paper has addressed the impact
of super-abstract attitude to the soul on the individual life based on Mulla
Sadra's views.

Method
This research has been done with descriptive-analytical method.

Findings and results

1. The Doctrine of Super-Incorporeality View towards the Soul
According to Mulla Sadra’s "Substantial Motion" principle, the soul of the
human being is the result of substantial motion of the body. Human soul is
corporeal in creation but incorporeal in permanence. Human body, after being
created, in its process of evolution and motion path produces an immaterial
part in its existence which is called vegetative soul and becomes a vegetative
being. Then, it continues its substantial motion and its vegetative soul
converts to an animal soul and becomes an animal being. Then, this animal



being continues its substantial motion and evolutionary process and become
a human being with an intellectual soul. But this evolutionary process dos not
cut in this point. The innovative point of Mulla Sadra’s Philosophy is that he
claims human soul after the death of body not only converts to a perfect
intellectual being like other intellects, but also it can continues its substantial
revolution and becomes a pure being without any quiddity even intellectual
quiddity. He claims that human being after separation from his body and
being an abstract existent can go above from this state and be abstracted from
its intellectual quiddity and becomes a super abstractive being which is pure
being like God’s being which is a pure and super abstractive being and does
not have any quiddity even intellectual quiddity. This is the doctrine of super
abstractive existence of the human soul (Mulla Sadra, 1419, 8/ p. 343; 1422,
pp. 310-311).

Mulla Sadra’s doctrine of human soul’s super-abstract existence is in contrast
with the Islamic peripatetic philosophers like Avicenna who believed just in
abstract existence of human soul. According to them, human’s soul
essentially is immaterial and abstract existent which comes into the body and
makes human being a combination of two material and immaterial parts. After
the death of body, the soul can continue his living in abstract and spiritual
way and becomes a perfect abstract being. But he never can go beyond his
human and intellectual being. His evolutionary process will stop in this point.
2. The Influence of Super-Incorporeality View on Lifestyle

Analyzing Mulla Sadra's views and emphasizing the substantial motion
principle, some of the effects and consequences of this attitude on personal
lifestyle are these:

1-2. Existential Monotheism

According to Islamic philosophers including Mulla Sadra, The existence of
God is pure and perfect being. His existence is free to be includeded in a
category and therefore is beyound dichotomy of material and nonmeterila
being. Not only it is an immaterial being and abstracted from material, but
also is super abstract being which means abstracted from any kind of quiddity
even intellectual. Therefore, in order to reach this super abstract existent
(God), there is no way but becoming a super abstracted existent. As a result,
the truth of monism converts from worshiping the unique God to becoming
unified with God. It means that a true theist is not who worships unique Good
but he is the man starts existential worship and goes beyond of human level
in his evolutionary process and not only becomes a perfect intellect existent
but also goes beyond of that and becomes a super abstract being and unified
with God. This ultimate perfection is obtained by purification and polishing



the substance of the soul with substantial motion. To achieve this end, there
IS no way other than moving from the rank of animals and humans to the level
of abstract and super intellect being. This ultimate end is called annihilation
in God.

2-2. Non-Material View to the world

In the Mulla Sadra’s paradigm, since the evolutionary motion of the soul has
no limit and the way to transcendent God begins with human self-knowledge
and his substantial motion, then, the secular view point will no longer have a
place in this system. All existents in the world are the expansion of the
Absolute Existence (God). This process of creation in Islamic theosophy is
called the arc of descent. There is another arc in accordance to this descent
arc which is called the arc of ascent. In the arc of asent, all existents in the
world come back to their origin which is God by their substantial motion.
Therefore, there is no eternal material substance in the Being. All existents
including human beings will come back to their origin. Then, the essence of
man in this attitude is not fixed, but it is becoming every moment by the
substantial motion, taking an existence after another existence, to reach an
existence which has no boundary. This is a spiritual and substantial journey.
This kind of metaphysical viewpoint to the Being changes human worldview
from a purely materialistic one to a non-materialistic attitude.

3-2. Inner Peace

The soul in its evolutionary path reaches from the level of the potential
intellect to the actual intellect and, above that, reaches the acquired intellect.
In each step, the human soul gets more awareness and the more it becomes
aware, the more it recognizes and knows the Transcendent Being. The amount
of knowing God is as much as knowing self and moving on in one’s own self
and being. In conclusion, one whose thought is based on the super
abstractness of the human soul and who believes in self-improvement as a
way to reach the Absolute Existence, finds God’s existence in her/himself,
even in the lowest level of her/his existence. Therefore, s/he enhances her/his
inner peace by her/his substantial motion.

4-2. Change in the way of worship

In Mulla Sadra's view, the polytheists are identical in their conception of God
with the theists, and both sides believe in a perfect being, the creator and
governor of skies and earth, but the polytheists have failed to recognize and
acknowledge the truth of God, and considered stone idles as their gods. The
difference between the true mystic and the holy traveler towards Allah with
ordinary people and idolaters is that the mystic reaches God through his
existential evolution and expansion in existence, but they reach to the concept



of God through imagination and affirmation. They are always at risk of the
possibility of error in their imagining and acknowledging God’s truth. They
have not realized that true theism is existential worship, not subjective
worship nor practical worship, and that this kind of worship is possible
through the expansion of human existence and the attainment of ultimate
great perfection.

5-2. Happiness in the Light of Expanded Existence

On the basis of substantial motion principle, Mulla Sadra regards human
happiness as attaining to the highest perfection for human beings. The more
the human soul moves from defection to perfection in the course of its
evolution, the more its happiness increases. Since the human soul has no limit
in its evolutionary process, by analyzing Sadra's happiness theory and
combining with the super-abstract-existence doctrine of the soul, it can be
concluded that the real human happiness is to reach the state of super abstract
and becoming unified with Transcendent Being.

It was observed that the view of soul’s super incorporeality existence can have
a profound effect on one's lifestyle and his spiritual perfection. According to
this theory, there is no limit for the evolutionary process of the human soul,
and man can even rise above the status of being abstract and attain unity with
Divine Existence. God does not have an essence and quiddity in Mulla Sadra's
philosophy and is a mere existence. Man will also be attached to him in his
path of perfection; as a result, he must become one of God's cognation, that
is, mere existence without any essence. This attitude has important effects on
one's inner peace, the meaning of life, the definition of happiness and the
determination of human life’s ultimate goal.
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