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Educational researches
Islamic Azad University of Bojnord
No. 27 summer 2011

An investigation of the relationship between critical thinking and
self-esteem in students of Islamic Azad University, Mashhad
Branch

Hashemian nejad, Farideh (Ph.D)
Abstract:
Research shows that critical thinking skills account for a significant
part of variance in mental hygiene. This fact has been given due
attention by international organizations such UNESCO and UNICEF.
In response to the demands of modern life and labor market, this study
aims at investigating the relationship between critical thinking and
self-esteem in university students. It is a descriptive correlational
research. The research population includes 300 students of Islamic
Azad University, Mashhad Branch, studying in four departments. The
research instruments are Watson Glazer’s critical thinking
questionnaire and Copper Smith’s measure of self-esteem. One-way
regression, multiple-variable regression, coefficient of determination,
and Mann-Whitney U-test were applied to analyze the data. The
results show that there is a positive and significant relationship
between critical thinking and self-esteem(0.160). Coefficient of
determination in multiple-variable regression is 0.047. Self-esteem
account for 4.7 percent of critical thinking. Academic self-esteem play
a more significant role in the variance of critical thinking.
Key words: self-esteem; student; critical thinking
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