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Abstract

The potentials of Arbaeen March as a religious ritual can be considered from different
angles. In recent years, due to a massive participation of pilgrims in Arbaeen March
in Irag and its universal effects and consequences, the attention of scholars in fields
like sociology of religion, communication sciences, cultural studies, historical and
civilization studies has been directed to the potentials of the event and these scholars
have dealt with the issue form their own specialized viewpoints. Meanwhile, due to
the coming together of people of different origins, nationalities and faiths in this
ceremony, the issue of intercultural communication has been brought under focus.
The question that arises here is what strategies and measures must be adopted to
facilitate convergence and intercultural communication among lIranian and lragi
pilgrims. To this end, the role of cultural groups and institutions is of prime
importance. The aim of this article is to explain the effective policies that can boost
the intercultural convergence among nations in Arbaeen March. By using the theory
of intercultural adjustment, measures such as compatible dialogs, entertaining guests
from other countries, non-verbal communication and alike can strengthen the
intercultural relation among nations and improve its quality. The annual congregation
of millions of pilgrims that constitute a variety of identities under the banner of a ritual
and religious event demonstrates a civilization expansion through human interactions
and intercultural communication in Arbaeen March which commemorates Imam
Hussein (pbuh)'s tragic martyrdom.

Keywords: Arbaeen March, Convergence, Intercultural Communication, Cultural
Geography, Islamic World
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