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Manuel Vargas‘s Revisionist Theory about Free Will and

Moral Responsibility
Said Edalatjoo — Ali Arshad Riahi

Abstract: This article examines Manuel Vargas’s revisionism, which
is a theory of free will as a condition of moral responsibility. In this
theory, both diagnostic and prescriptive account of free will and
moral responsibility in commonsense are explained. The diagnostic
account describes commonsense beliefs about free will and moral
responsibility and prescriptive account aims to tell us how we ought
to think about free will and moral responsibility. Commonsense intu-
itions about free will are Incompatibilist and especially Libertarian-
ist. But prescriptive account can’t be Libertarianism, since it has to
assume indeterminism specifically in the subjective decision-mak-
ing process, and this goes beyond the available evidences. It also
can’t be Eliminativism, because we can revise common sense about
these things, in a way that to be consistent. The prescriptive account
is a kind of Compatibilism, free will, in this regard, is the ability to
recognize moral considerations and guide their behavior in the light
of these considerations. At the end, Vargas’s use of Consequence
Argument, citing empirical evidence, the use of a Compatibilist con-
cept of can and relying on Libertarianist norms for interpretation his
Prescriptive account has been criticized.

Keywords: Revisionism, Free Will, Moral Responsibility, Manuel
Vargas, Compatibilism, Libertarianism
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