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The Nature of Paradigm and its Holistic aspects
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Abstract

Paradigm is a key concept of Kuhn's philosophy of science defined in a holistic way. Kuhn's
appeal to this concept is in fact a dissolution, not a solution, of empiricists analytical puzzles.
Kuhn by posing historical and sociological questions made a revolution in the of philosophy
of science. This new picture is emerging and as the time goes by we see its conseguences.
Kuhn in defining Paradigm is closely and clearly influenced by Gestalt psychology and
though this concept has not the same application in the Kuhn's writings, he always uses it to
depicts the holistic features of scientific knowledge. This article considers diverse usages of
this concept and discerns holism as their common element. Having explored the holistic
approach, | first review Kuhn's attempts to clarify the vagueness of this concept and then |
assess his success.
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