Journal of Prose Studies in Persian Literature
Year 22, No. 46, Winter 2020

Mohammed bin Abdullah al-Bukhari’s slips in the translation of
Kalilah and Demna

Ali Heidari, Professor of Persian Language and Literature, Lorestan
University, Iran *
Maryam Yarahmadi, Ph.D Candidate of Persian Language and
Literature, Lorestan University, Iran

1. Introduction

“Kalilah and Demna” is one of the books that has been the focus of
attention of various nations for a long time. For this reason, various
translators have altered and adapted this book to suit their culture and
literature. However, since it has never been regarded as a sacred book
in all its grandeur, it is one of the most important books on the other
hand that has been published rapidly among various nations and
nations. After the introduction of any literature, language, anecdotes,
and abbeys have been added to it, and consequently, content,
anecdotes and abnormalities that are incompatible with the culture and
literature of that nation have been deleted, and anyone with any basis
has the right to interfere with the translation and writing of it without
any diligence. This has caused a great deal of misunderstanding and
sometimes confusion in various editions of the kidney and vein. Since
the veil has been translated by the physician, various translations have
been made of this text. The most famous of these translations is the
Syriac translation of "Bod" and the Arabic translation of 1bn Mugafah.
One of the most famous translations of this book is Bidpayee stories
by Mohammad bin Abdullah al-Bukhari.

Since translation of various texts was prevalent in Iran before and
after Islam, it is necessary to compare these translations with the
original text and to verify the weaknesses and strengths of the
translator. Lifeless stories are no exception.
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2. Methodology

In this paper, the analytical-comparative method of Bidpayee's
stories is compared with the Arabic text of Ibn al-Mugafah, Cases that
Abdullah al-Bukhari did not properly translate for any reason have
been identified and analyzed.

3. Discussion

Some of these delusions may have been from the scribers or the
editors of Ibn al-Mugafah Baptist tales or Arabic text. In some cases,
to clarify the matter from the Persian translation Help is also provided
Nasrolah Monshi and Panjakyaneh. It is natural that additions or
omissions such as anecdote or Bobby are sometimes evident in the
living stories of the Arabic text, which is not the subject of this article.
On the whole, it can be said that besides the infiltration and capture of
scribers, Muhammad bin Abdullah al-Bukhari has in some cases
misread or misinterpreted the Arabic text. By comparing these two
texts (Ibn al-Mugafah's Arabic text and Bidpayee's text) and by taking
help from other three editions of this book, namely Nasrolah Monshi’s
translation from the Arabic text and the Panjakyaneh and
Pantetantereh texts used by the physician. It turns out that sometimes
there are extras such as anecdotes or proverbs in one and not the other;
albeit there may in fact be anecdotal stories of these anecdotes,
omitted in the manuscript for any reason. Or the names of animals,
places, etc. have changed in the translation of Bukhari. These are
sometimes the result of inadvertent proofreaders, such as:

3.1."So when he considered the translator of this book, Muhammad
ibn Abdullah al-Bukhari about the book he was brought from the
Greek language into Persian ..." (al-Bukhari, 1361: 55) that the word
"Greece" must be inaccurate.

3.2. On the "King and Brahmans" in the Arabic text of Ibn Mufaqg and
the Bidpayee stories, the King sees eight dreams. Although it is
explicitly stated in the Baptist stories that the king had dreamed eight:
"And | dreamed eight" (Al-Bukhari, 1361: 253), but in fact there were
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only six dreams. The other two sleepers appear to have been destroyed
by scribers or editors.

Sometimes it is the result of a correction in the Arabic text, and
because Abdullah Bukhari adhered to the Arabic text, he also
erroneously entered the Persian text, such as:

3.3. On the subject of Demna'’s work, the animal that says to Demena:
"Your appearance is a sign of malice. In the Arabic text, this animal is
named" Seyed al-Khaznair "(the servant of the pigs). (Ibn Mufaq,
1994: 258) But in the wild stories of this animal, it is the "elder of the
breadwinners" (the elder of the bakers). (Al-Bukhari, 1361: 141-1143)
The correction between Khnazir and Khazin has been the cause of this
mistake and ...

Sometimes it was the result of the slip of Muhammad bin Abdullah
Bukhari's; like:

3.4. The Arabic text on lions and cows reads "Fisherman and Punch
Pike™: 5 s3el 54l 5ol yall 1oludl B U8 (g el iy 5 HULL 555 Wy
(VY ) A9F apdiecyl) A guzl\ sakall Muhammad bin Abdullah
Bukhari did not translate these six attributes and worse because of
them: "Know that to the king, the base and the place There are several
attributes of the good: one of the good and the second and the good of
sedition, and the third of the good of the air, the fourth of the good of
the good, the fifth of the good of the day, the six of the least of the
good. "(Al-Bukhari, 1361: 89).

3.5. The lion and cow in the story of the fisherman and the five pike,
in the Arabic text, is the anti-hero, "the eagle” (a male duck). (lbn
Mugafa'ah, 1994: 195) But in the context of vivid stories, the eulogy is
first translated into "back stone™ (al-Bukhari, 1361: 91), which is not
reasonable. Because as it is told, the rock cannot fly.

3.6. About the "pigeon-pigeon™ when the deer get sick, he tells the
story about mice, lizards and worms, saying: o =25k 855wl J75 Ay
(Y)Y A9F gadiarl) (Liadll (556 of daadd g 2l Sl S ol ) s
You saw me and left and right ... until today | saw an old man coming
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from afar, my heart is afraid of him being a rancher "(al-Bukhari,
1361: 170).

Probably the word ghost (ghost) is probably more correct in the
Arabic text, and it is not unlikely that the translator's version was
"Sheikh™ and that the ghost was corrected, and if not certain, 1 would
not see it from an old age.

3.7. In the Arabic text about the King and Fenzeh, when Fenzeh
expresses the relation of different people to herself, it follows as:
Cln S a5l f LY gl e oLl (FFF ) A4F i T )

Mohammad bin Abdullah Bukhari has simply destroyed this text,
especially in the last poverty: Remind them of the hostility they have
seen to compensate for their suffering and leave them alone. ” (Al-
Bukhari, 1361: 224)

3.8. In the Arabic text of the King and Fenzeh, Fenzeh says: ¥ (=¥l
sl e La & (YFF IV ARY sadiard) 8 (30i This passage s
translated in the context of inverse and maladaptive stories: "The
language of any news that opens its heart is true” (al-Bukhari, 1361:
244)

4. Conclusion

Comparison of Arabic versions of Kalilah and Demna with Persian
translations (translation by Nasrolah Munshi and Abdullah al-Bakhari)
as well as the Persian translations of Pentecost and Pentecostal
translation can easily be interpreted by the translators and non-lenders
of the editors and Nagshan. . More importantly, it is not possible to
state precisely which Arabic version or correction was the basis for
the translation of Abdullah al-Bukhari or Nasrolah the secretary.
Because in some instances there is a commonality between one of the
Arabic versions with either Persian text or one of them and in some
cases they differ widely with the same version and are similar to
another and in some cases two Persian versions (Nasrolah's
translation). The secretary and Abdullah Bukhari) are also at odds.
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