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Organic farming involves the use of indigenous knowledge and experiences and new scientific information to
reduce or control use of different chemicals and drugs in the production of animal products, including organic
milk, which is a flow and promising product produced in different countries across the world. The purpose of
this study was to identify the potentials and prerequisites of organic milk production in rural and nomadic areas
from the viewpoints of experts in Ardabil province. This study was a descriptive-correlation research in which
statistical population consisted of experts from Organization of Jihade-Agriculture and consultancy-technical
private companies in Ardabil province (N=200) out of which a sample of 130 people were selected in accor-
dance with Krejtsy & Morgan sampling table. Stratified proportionate random sampling technique was applied
to select the samples. For collecting data, a questionnaire was developed based on an information provided by
literature review. The validity of the questionnaire was confirmed by expert judgment who were some people
working in the area of organic production and faculty members of in the Department of Agricultural Manage-
ment and Development in the University of Tehran. The reliability of the interview instrument was assessed
by using Cronbach's alpha coefficient, its values were found between 0.85 and 0.94, respectively. The data
analysis has identified five potentials viz., economic, environmental, technical, production and yield-related.
¢ The results also showed that seven basic requisites for organic milk production are social, economic, research,
Areas, Ardabil i regulatory, institutional, education and awareness and policy implications. According to the results, Ardabil
Province © province has substantial potential for organic livestock production, including organic milk, which requires the
© creation of basic infrastructure in various fields.
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Extended Abstract policy makers around the world have focused on organic

products. One of the most important reasons for this is

1. Introduction the environmental, social and economic benefits and

the adaptation of organic systems to local resources and

ver the past two decades, manufac- inputs. Organic farming involves the use of indigenous

turers, policymakers, and consumer knowledge and experiences and new scientific informa-
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tion to reduce or control the use of different chemicals
and drugs in the production of animal products, including
organic milk, which is a flow and promising product pro-
duced in different countries across the world. The general
objective of this research is to identify the potentials and
prerequisites of organic milk production in rural and no-
madic areas from the point of view of experts in Ardabil
province, with the following specific objectives: 1. Identi-
fication of personal and job characteristics of the experts'
2. Identification and analysis of the potential and produc-
tion areas of organic milk in Ardabil province 3. Identifi-
cation and analysis of infrastructure and prerequisites for
the production of organic milk in the province of Ardabil.

2. Methodology

Statistical population consisted of experts from Orga-
nization of Jihade-Agriculture and consultancy-technical
private companies in Ardabil province (N=200) out of
which a sample of 130 people were selected in accordance
with Krejtsy & Morgan sampling table. Stratified propor-
tionate random sampling technique was applied to select
the samples. For collecting data, a questionnaire was de-
veloped based on an information provided by literature
review. The validity of the questionnaire was confirmed
by expert judgment who were some people working in
the area of organic production and faculty members of in
the Department of Agricultural Management and Devel-
opment in the University of Tehran. The reliability of the
interview instrument was assessed by using Cronbach's
alpha coefficient, its values were found between 0.85 and
0.94, respectively exploratory factor analysis was used
to analyze the data obtained from the research, extract-
ing and categorizing the most effective variables in the
fields of organic milk production and the prerequisites for
organic milk production in Ardabil province.

3. Results

Descriptive data analysis indicated that the majority of
subjects (72.1%) were male and their average age was 35
years. Half of the surveyed experts had an undergraduate
degree in livestock breeding, and 89% of them had gradu-
ated from different academic disciplines. In addition, the
majority of the experts (80.60%) serves as animal hus-
bandry advisory services with an average of 10 years of
work experience. The results of factor analysis of the po-
tential and the capacity in Ardabil province for converting
organic milk production showed that there are significant
capacity and backgrounds in the region in the context of
economic, environmental, technical, production and qual-
ity of organic milk. The results of the analysis of the pre-
requisites for organic milk production in Ardabil province
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showed that socioeconomic, economic, research, regula-
tory, support, educational, informational and policy plat-
forms are very crucial for the transition from conventional
system of livestock production into organic production of
milk in Ardabil province.

4. Discussion

The findings of this study indicate that livestock farm-
ing, is one of the key pillars of the agricultural develop-
ment sector which is one of the main sources of human
nutrition needs. On the other hand, producers, politicians
and consumers during the past two decades have been ori-
ented towards the production of organic milk based on the
potentials available in Ardabil province. Therefore, based
on the indigenous economic, environmental, technical,
and production resources in the province, livestock farm-
ers should be more informed about organic farming and
the process of production of organic milk should be grad-
ually introduced to the animal sector of Ardabil province.

5. Conclusion

Moreover, by following all the institutional and social
infrastructure, economic, policymaking, legal, research
and educational information, it expands the use of organic
livestock to the optimum level. Hence, policymakers and
livestock development planners are advised to focus on
the production of organic milk as follows:

1- Plans are needed to provide educational services for
standardization services and animal husbandry skills to
livestock farmers and livestock experts.

2- Organic dairy farms will act as a model of support-
ing, serving, counseling and institutionalizing of all dairy
farmers in the province of Ardabil.

3- It is necessary to facilitate access to the family labor
force in livestock farms for employment.

4- The organic milk market should be more sensitive
and aware to the increasing demand for natural dairy pro-
tein products.

5-The use of indigenous knowledge in the management

of livestock health to reduce and eliminate use in chemi-
cal drugs is emphasized.
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